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 November is upon us which means Thanksgiving is close at hand.  In general, it seems Americans think of                         
Thanksgiving in a few aspects.  First, it is a national holiday where many people are off from work.  Second, we               
gather with our families and friends for a big meal with turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce, etc.  
Third, while allowing our food to settle, we watch the Detroit Lions often get trounced by the Green Bay Packers.  I 
have fond memories of Thanksgiving meals such as this throughout my life as I expect you do.  Fourth, it is a time                
of special sales in stores where some flock to get in line in the middle of the night to save money.  Fifth, it is the                  
gateway to December: Christmas and the end of the year.   
 
 I wonder sometimes if Americans have lost the real meaning of Thanksgiving and the history behind the holiday.  
In September 1620 a ship named “Mayflower” left England bound for America with 102 passengers – many who were 
Christians seeking the freedom to openly practice their faith as they read in the Bible, a freedom they were not offered 
in Britain.  These “Pilgrims” landed in Massachusetts and established the village of Plymouth.  Many of the colonists 
spent the winter in the cramped quarters of the ship where disease broke out.  Only about half of the colonists survived 
the winter.  In early spring the settlers met an English-speaking Indian named Squanto, who had previously been a 
slave in England and escaped back to America on a previous English mission to explore the area.  Squanto helped the 
colonists make an alliance with local Indians.  Squanto also taught the settlers how to farm corn, get maple syrup, 
catch fish and pick native plants to eat that were not harmful.  They followed Squanto’s instructions and, by the fall of 
1621, had plenty of food.   
 
 Now what are the odds that these Pilgrims would land on a part of the massive east coast of America just in the 
vicinity of this English-speaking Indian who could help them crawl back from the brink of starvation and death and 
get a foothold on life in the New World?  Humanly speaking, the odds were astronomically against them, but these 
settlers were not counting on human odds but God’s odds.  They were committed Christians who loved the Lord and 
largely wanted to establish this new settlement for His glory.   
 
 The settlers recognized God’s direct hand working to bless them and, out of thankful hearts to the Lord, decided to 
have a feast of thanksgiving.  Edward Winslow, who ate this first meal, said:  
 
 “Our harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four men on fowling, that so we might after a special manner   
rejoice together after we gathered the fruit of our labors. …And although it be not always so  plentiful as it was at this 
time with us, yet by the goodness of God, we are so far from want.” 

 
The settlers also had deer, corn, and other foods in their feast.   
 
 The point is that the entire meal, from its planning to execution to clean up, was all done with heartfelt thanks                    
for the Lord for His goodness to them.  There was a vertical focus (God) vs. a horizontal focus (man).  As you                       
celebrate Thanksgiving holiday this year, let’s be intentional about having a vertical focus just as those first settlers 
did.  Let’s remember that God still does us “good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying 
your hearts with food and gladness” (Acts 14:17).  Let’s remind each other that “every good gift and every perfect       
gift is from above, coming down from the Father…” (James 1:17).  Let’s be sure to “praise God from whom all bless-
ings flow” - as we sing each Sunday in the Doxology.  Sure, we all have our struggles as the Pilgrims had theirs.  
However, we have so much to be thankful for.  Write down what you are thankful for and “give thanks to him and 
praise his name” (Psalm 100:4).  You will be blessed. 

 

Lovingly in Christ, 

Pastor Fowler 
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Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one? 
 

A. There is but one only, the living and true God. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 44:6, Isaiah 45:21-22, 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 
 

"Why do we do that in Church?" 
 

We are Crowders Creek Associate Reformed PRESBYTERIAN 
Church.  What does “Presbyterian” mean?   
  

The term originally comes from a Greek word in the New Testament 
(presbuteros) which is translated “elder” in your Bible.  The term refers to a 
certain method of organizing church government/authority which is derived 
mostly from the book of Acts, chapter 15.  Presbyterian congregations elect 

elders that represent the people in the church.  These elders also have authority in the church – the Acts 15 
model.  The term “Presbyterian” is often associated with certain theological views or certain ways to “do 
church,” but the term strictly refers to the model of church government we use - where a group of elders are 
vested with authority in the church. 
 

 

 

 

September was CAM month at Crowders Creek. 

We collected food and financial donations during 

the month.  We gave a total of $715 for this effort. 

This included donations from you during Sept. 

and funds that were in our budget to assist CAM. 

Thank you for your donations. CAM relies on                       

financial and food support from the faith                               

community.  There are brochures available in the  

vestibule with more information and different 

ways you can help this organization. 

  

 

                                                              

 

Operation Christmas Child 

A small shoe box can teach a child about the love of 

God, lead him or her to faith in Christ, inspire pastors, 

and plant new churches. What goes into the box is fun, 

but what comes out is eternal. Be part of changing 

lives through the power of a simple gift.  

Shoe boxes and information are available for you to 

pick up in the vestibule. 

Please return your boxes by Sunday, November 12th 

with a $9.00 donation in the box to cover shipping. We 

will have a dedication ceremony on                                                   

Sunday, November 12th 

 



Sunday Morning Attendance 
 

     

      

       

 

      

2017 Budget Calls For: 

$208,000.00 
 

Need through week 44 

$176,000.00 
 

Actual through week 44 

$165,678.68 

Barker Bequest        $4,808.06        

Bonclarken Fund           $7,897.60        

Bonclarken Weekend       $660.07                            

Building Fund    $5,675.00                                     

Cemetery Fund   $6,096.26                                   

Choir Support        $325.20     

Choir Chimes           $403.29    

Emergency Fund        $12,385.00                             

Faith Promise     $4,149.64                                        

Henry Bequest          $50,000.00                    

Hymnal Fund           $227.97       

Memorial Fund        $4,971.15                      

Outreach Fund                 $704.02     

Playground Fund              $402.41                                              

Van Replacement        $13,044.12                               

Youth Activities              $2,553.10   

11/5 Lisa Welborn 

11/12 Jonathan Alpizar 

11/19 Kaden Brinkley 

11/26 Adrianna Cooper 

Acolyte Schedule 

Children’s Ministry for October 

           Nursery          Children’s Church 

11/5 Gavin & Ashley Bell Matt & Erin Grigg 

11/12 
Tommy & Mona 

Davidson 
Dana Fowler &                
James Murphy 

11/19 
Andy & Phayvanh 

Welborn 
Allison & Michael Moses 

11/26 
Carolyn Champion & 
Barbara Jackson 

Felix & Michelle Alpizar 

Deacon Schedule 

November 
Barbara Moses, Matt Grigg,                 

Josh Grigg & Sarah Boyd 

Oct 1   78 

Oct 8   78  

Oct 15   77 

Oct 22   74 

Oct 29       138 

 

 

 

 

 

Start your Thanksgiving Day off right with our                            
traditional Thanksgiving Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. The 
men will meet at the church at 5:00 a.m. to prepare 

breakfast for the congregation, any relatives, friends or 
neighbors that want to come. We hope that you will 

join us for this great time of fellowship!  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

November 17 Will & Kimberly Ferguson 

November 20  Aaron & Christy Meadows 

November 26  David & Elinor Hardy 

November 30  Craig & Robin Brinkley 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

November  2  Doug Roach 

November  3  Mona Davidson 

November  3  Rob Elliotte 

November  3  Betty Oates 

November  4  Jack Jackson 

November  5  Josie Bell 

November  7  Dave Brooks 

November  7  Awilda Stowe 

November  7  Ginny Styers 

November  8  Wayne McAllister 

November  8  Abigail Stephens 

November  9    Julia Meadows 

November 11  Catherine Clarke 

November 12  Jan Roach 

November 13  Roger Mauney 

November 18  Caroline Styers 

November 20  Angela Crawford 

November 22  Addison Key 

November 23  Felix Alpizar 

November 30  Michael Adams 

 

 

Can You Find Jesus? 

We all seek Jesus each and every day, in prayer, in the scripture, in the spo-
ken word.  Now we present you with an exercise to keep your mind sharp 
and draw your attention to each and every article brought to you in this 
newsletter.  Find the hidden image of Jesus on these pages and let the church 
office know.  We will list those who have in our next issue. 
 
These folks found Jesus in the October issue of our newsletter:  Nancy Roach, Julie            
Millar, Rob Elliotte, and Ethel Mauney. 

CCARP Fall Festival     November 4 

Salvation Army Breakfast    November 6 

Sunshine Sisters Meeting    November 7 

Deacon’s Meeting      November 8 

Shoebox Dedication      November 12 

Women’s Ministry Meeting   November 12 

HARPS Meeting @ CCARP    November 15 

Session Meeting       November 16 

Communion/Lords Supper    November 19 

Thanksgiving Worship w/First ARP  November 19 

Thanksgiving Breakfast     November 23 

Informational Congregation Meeting November 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HARPS will meet at the church Wednesday,                               

November 15th at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall for lunch.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

EVERY WORD IN THE BIBLE 

Every Word in the Bible Track 3 takes you completely through the     

Bible, reading every word. Other Bible-reading plans allot only a 
year for this project, requiring that at least 3 chapters be read each 
day. But many readers find such a pace to be unrealistic and dis-

couraging. For this reason, Track 3 assigns only one chapter a day. (Some short chapters have been 
combined, so  occasionally you will read two brief chapters in a day.) In all, the reading plan works out 
evenly to a three-year total. The Track 3 plan alternates between the Old Testament and New Testa-

ment. This mixing provides variety and reduces the fatigue that may set in from reading long sections 
of the Old Testament. Time Commitment: Three years Goal: To read all the way through the Bible with 
understanding 

Nov 1 Nov 2 Nov 3 Nov 4

Nov 5 Nov 6 Nov 7 Nov 8 Nov 9 Nov 10 Nov 11

Nov 12 Nov 13 Nov 14 Nov 15 Nov 16 Nov 17 Nov 18 Nov 19

Nov 20 Nov 21 Nov 22 Nov 23 Nov 24 Nov 25

Nov 26 Nov 27 Nov 28 Nov 29 Nov 30

Dec 1 Dec 2 Dec 3 Dec 4 Dec 5 Dec 6 Dec 7 Dec 8

Dec 9 Dec 10 Dec 11 Dec 12 Dec 13 Dec 14

Dec 15 Dec 16 Dec 17 Dec 18 Dec 19

Dec 20 Dec 21 Dec 22 Dec 23 Dec 24 Dec 25 Dec 26

Dec 27 Dec 28 Dec 29 Dec 30 Dec 31

All men are invited and                              encouraged to attend this 

time                          of great food & fellowship.                                

Please sign up with the office                                 or on the sign-up 

sheet in the                         vestibule no later than March 20 if you 

plan to attend. 

 

2017 MUSIC CON-

FERENCE 

     Crowders Creek ARP 

Church 

Thank you all very much for your 

warm show of appreciation this month -                               

including the beautiful flowers from the worship 

service.  We are truly blessed and consider it a 

privilege to serve and be in the Crowders Creek 

family. "We give thanks to God always for all of 

you,  making   mention of you in our prayers" (1 

Thess. 1:2).  

- Stuart, Dana, Steven, Sammy, and Carolanne 

 

 

 

 

 

The Outreach Committee will be collecting cold         

weather items to warm the children that are in need in 

Chapel Grove School. We will be collecting items from 

Sunday, November 5th until Sunday, December 10th. 

Please bring new items such as mittens, gloves, scarves, 

toboggans, jackets, etc. There will be a collection box in 

the vestibule. 



 
CCARP EVENTS 

On Tues., Oct. 3rd, the Sunshine Sisters               

visited Edith Petty & Steve Ferguson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wed., Oct. 18th, 3 members of 

HARPS with 2 guests met at the church 

at 8 a.m. to head to the NC mountains 

on our annual trip. We visited Lyda 

Farms for their apples, ate a bounteous 

meal at the Moose Café, and viewed the 

stalls at the Western NC Farmers                   

Market.                     

Story & Photo courtesy of Sarah Boyd 



CCARP Truck & Tractor Show 

More Truck & Tractor pictures to come 

next month! 

Pictures courtesy of Ron Millar 



 

 

 

The Women’s Ministry will meet Sunday,                       
November 12th following the Worship Service. A                      
light lunch will be provided. We will continue our 

study in Galatians. All ladies are invited and                        
encouraged to attend. 

 

The Sunshine Sisters will 

meet at the church on                  

Tuesday, November 7th at 

10:00 a.m. to travel together 

to visit some of our shut-ins. 

We will stop for lunch on our 

return to the church. 

 

Ladies Bible Study 

The group meets at the home 

of Marilyn Brooks every 

Tuesday at 6:45 p.m. We are 

currently studying the book of 

Hebrews. 

 

 

 

This year’s Christmas program will be all about                      

bringing your gifts to Jesus. All ages are invited to 

contact Dana Fowler or Chris Oates if you are                        

interested in singing, playing an instrument, reading a 

Christmas poem, etc.  

 
 
 

The purpose of each board and agency of the Associate                    
Reformed Presbyterian denomination is to carry out a                  
specific ministry of the church. The ministry committed to 
the Board of Trustees of William H. Dunlap Orphanage 
(“Dunlap”) is “to provide care, support, maintenance, and 
education of orphaned, or fatherless, or helpless, or needy 
children, and to support projects related to such children.”                                          
 
Our ministry then is to those made vulnerable by                            
unfortunate circumstances and whose vulnerability is                          
compounded by their youth. Our purpose is to assist                           
those homes and services providing all the following to                 
orphans: 

• Basic physical necessities; 

• Nurture for spiritual, mental and emotional wellbeing; 
 and 

• Assistance toward greater self-reliance. 
 

Dunlap Trustees have established ongoing relationships 
with Collins Home for Children, French Camp Academy, 
and Palmer Home For Children. These organizations will 
provide resources and opportunities for ministry. 

Please visit http://arpchurch.org/william-h-dunlap-orphanage/ for 
ways to support this ministry and for the full history behind                     
Dunlap. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

9:30 a.m.  Elders  meet 
for prayer 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday   
School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
Service   
5:00 p.m. Choir  
Practice     
6:00 p.m. Sunday Night  
Activities 
                              

 
 

7:55 a.m. 
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Fellowship  
Dixie Diner 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
CCARP Fall 

Festival 
4 p.m. -7 p.m. 

5 

 

6 
5:30 a.m. 
Salvation  
Army 
Breakfast 

7 

10:00 a.m. 
Sunshine  

Sisters 

8 
7:00 p.m. 
Deacon’s  
Meeting 

9 
 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
Shoebox  
Dedication 
 
Women’s               
Ministry              
Meeting 

13 
 
 
 
 

14 

 
 
 
 
 

15 
11:30 a.m. 
HARPS   
Meeting @ 
CCARP 
 
 

16 
7:00 p.m. 
Session             
Meeting 

17 
 
 

18 
 

19 

Communion/
Lord’s Supper 
 
Combined 
Thanksgiving 
Worship @ 1st 
ARP @ 6 PM 

20 

 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

 

22 
 

23 
Happy 

Thanksgiving 
 

7:00a.m. 
Breakfast @ 

CCARP 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 

Informational 
Meeting                

following the 
Services 

NO EVENING 
ACTIVITIES 

27 
 
 

28 
 

29 30   
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