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Delving Into The Past 
Mae Ferguson, Chairman 

As I CONTINUE to read and seek 
interesting information for this col-
umn I am enjoying learning so much 

about the lives and personalities of 
women who were 
involved in the 
work of our de-
nomination. 

Although in the 
past the records may 
not have been kept as 
extensively as we are 
doing today, we 
learned a lot about 
the time and dedica-
tion spent in the 
Lord's work in the 

local churches. 
In reading the following excerpts from 

the minutes of the Woman's Missionary 
Society of Crowders Creek Church, 
Gastonia, N.C., I was able to visualize what 
their homes, families and surroundings 
were during these 50 years. 

It gives me a sense of peace and content-
ment to realize what their sincere love and 
devotion meant to the development and 
foundation for today. They were a close-
knit group with the church being the center 
of their lives. 

Crowders Creek History Excerpts 
The Ladies Benevolent Society was or-

ganized Sept. 10, 1892, with 21 members. 
They adopted a constitution, which in-
cluded the following three articles: 
1. This Association shall be called The La-
dies Benevolent Society of Crowders Creek 
ARP Church. 

As February 14, 2000 approaches it 
seems so fitting that we pay tribute to Ruth 
Mason Stevenson. Ruth was born on Feb-
ruary 14, 1910, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Mason. We feel that her grandfather, 
being a Methodist minister, taught her I 
Corinthians Chapter 13 so well that her life 
on earth was centered on love. She loved 
her Lord, her husband Marion, New Hope 
Church, her family, and, last but not least, 
her friends. 

We were fortunate in being her friends 
and received blessings each month as we 
met under her leadership. The group was 
small in number, having only three from 
New Hope, three from Concord Presbyte-
rian, one from Salem Presbyterian, two 
Baptists, and two Methodists. She reminded 
us that while we were not all of the same 
denomination, we were all Christians with 
one goal. 

2. This society is organized and established 
for the purpose of engaging and uniting the 
efforts of the women of this congregation in 
raising funds for the missionary operations 
of the Church. 
3. Anyone may become a member by sign-
ing the constitution and contributing ten 
cents monthly or as they may decide. (It 
was decided to let each member subscribe 
the amount they were willing to pay for the 
year.) 

At their Oct. 30, 1892, meeting they de-
cided to buy a communion set with the 
money raised during the year. The cost of 
this set was $21.14. 

The society did not meet during the win-
ter months of 1893. In April they decided to 
make quilts and sell them. They sold three 
quilts for $2.50 each. In August they re-
ported they made $45 on a memorial quilt 
and appropriated the money for painting 
the church. 

In February, 1895, they gave to the 
church and also gave $5 to a school house 
in Mexico. In December, 1895, they gave 
$15 to the pastor and $1.35 to the funds of 
a library. 

In October, 1896, the society decided 
to make two quilts for the orphanage at 
Hickory Grove, S. C. In August, 1898, 
they decided to buy a carpet for the 
church. 

Over the next 10 years they gave money 
on their church assessments, gave a birth-
day offering, $20 for seats and lamps, Thank 
Offering, money for a girls' school in India, 
etc. 

In 1919 books were presented to a num-
ber of the Juniors for perfect attendance and 

We met with Ruth for our December 7th 
meeting and while we didn't know her time 
in her earthly home was so short we knew 
that she was striving to do the things that 
always pleased her and Marion. She planned 
one last Christmas dinner at New Hope on 
December 12th after church services. She 
enjoyed this so much, knowing that this is 
what her beloved Marion would want. 

She wanted to go to Bonclarken one last 
time and some of us were privileged to go 
with her. Ruth departed from our presence 
on December 23rd and was buried in New 
Hope ARP Cemetery on December 24, 
1999. We feel so much richer for having 
known her and while we shall miss her, the 
words of Jesus, whom she loved so much, 
come to mind. "Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant." Matthew 25:21. 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 
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reciting memory work for the year. 
(This practice continues today-2000—

as the WOC recognizes children and 
youth with a gift of money when they 
recite the catechisms. The WOC contin-
ues its ministry through committees that 
carry out various programs and activi-
ties in the church.) 

The ladies brought their children and 
worked with them on memory work and 
catechism. After this, the children would 
play games while the ladies had their soci-
ety meeting. 

An interesting project was an all-day 
cotton picking to swell the treasury. 

The society's focus continued to be 
the support of foreign missions. There 
were special occasions when missionar-
ies visited. The members enjoyed corre-
sponding with missionaries throughout 
the year. 

On Aug. 25, 1932, the ladies celebrated 
40 years as a society with a birthday cake 
made by one of the members. They took a 
birthday offering. 

In the minutes I read with interest that 
the women had programs on temper-
ance. The ministers were in attendance at 
some of the meetings—especially the joint 
meetings of the ladies, Juniors and Inter-
mediates. 

In 1934 they began annual fundraising 
projects by feeding the Civitan and Kiwanis 
Clubs in Gastonia. Support was given to 
children in the orphanage, usually a spe-
cific child. 

Many of the special meetings were re-
ferred to in the reports as "parties": The 
Jubilee Birthday garden party and a White 
Cross party. 

There was always a service purpose. 
On Nov. 12, 1941, they decided to cel-
ebrate their 50th anniversary by raising 
$50 for life memberships, for Christmas 
presents to their orphan girl and for a 
Christmas tree for Chapel Grove Elemen-
tary School. 

On Feb. 18, 1942, the society held an all-
day meeting, at which they filled boxes of 
cookies for their boys serving in the U.S. 
Army. 

At the end of these excerpts it was noted 
that the total funds raised since their orga-
nization amounted to $6,126.90. 

Reminder About Next Month 
Current News and History is the em-

phasis for the month of May, with the theme 
"Rooted And Growing As The Church." 
Local chairmen are encouraged to corre-
spond with their presbyterial chairmen in 
May.4 
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