
Pastor’s Page      

 As we head toward the middle of the summer there are two things I would like to bring to your attention.   
 

 First, I encourage you to start making your plans to join the church for our retreat weekend August 11 – 13 at 
Bonclarken.  My first “Bonclarken Weekend” was just 2 years ago and I was not sure what to expect.  What I                              
experienced was great food, fellowship, and fun.  If you have not attended or not attended in some time I encourage 
you to join us.  If you need help making plans please don’t hesitate to ask. 
 

 Second, if you have joined the church, you vowed to “accept that the doctrines and principles of 
the Standards of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (ARP) are founded upon the Scriptures” (Membership 
Vow #6).  What is this “doctrine” you vowed to accept and why is it so important that you had to make a vow to God 
to support it to join this church? 
 

 My dictionary defines “doctrine” as “a body of principles presented for belief.”  When we refer to “doctrine” in 
the ARP church, we are referring to specific principles we hold to that have their source in the Bible.  For example, 
we hold to the doctrine of the Trinity – that there is only 1 true God, and this 1 God exists in 3 persons (Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit).  Some other “doctrines” are: the Church, Creation, and Jesus’ Return.  These doctrines are                                      
summarized in the “Standards” of the ARP church, specifically the Westminster Confession of Faith and Westminster 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms.   
 

 Why is doctrine important for you?  The simple answer is that if you know our church’s doctrines you will know 
the basic teachings of the Bible and then have a framework for better understanding and knowing your Bible.  The 
better you know Biblical doctrine, the more you will then filter your daily life through a Biblical lens.  This will help 
you live the Christian life more victoriously, peacefully, and enable your Christian witness to others.  It all begins with 
knowing Bible doctrine – “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect (Romans 12:2). 
 

 Ed Stetzer wrote in Christianity Today magazine (March 2015), “Biblical illiteracy is running rampant within 
many contexts. Fewer and fewer people know what the Bible actually says about key moral and theological issues,                               
but more and more people know what they want the Bible to say on these issues.  At present, especially within                        
Evangelicalism, doctrine is seen as cold, dead, and stiff.  The problem is, when we forsake doctrine, we end up                             
creating theological beliefs in our own image—driven by the winds of our own age.” 
 

 Christians who do not know Biblical doctrine are more easily led astray into false teachings – often without even 
realizing it.  Paul writes to Timothy, “As I urged you…, remain at Ephesus that you may charge certain persons not to 
teach any different doctrine.  Certain persons, by swerving from [Biblical doctrines], have wandered away into vain 
discussion, desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are saying or the things about 
which they make confident assertions” (1 Timothy 1:3, 6-7).  Paul urged Titus to “…teach what accords with sound 
doctrine” (Titus 2:1). 
 

 Ed Stetzer wrote further, “Doctrine matters. Part of our job as Christian leaders is to remind people of that im-
portant truth—and to teach them doctrines that matter.” 
 

 Our younger children learn a variation of the Shorter Catechism on Sunday evenings and our deacons and elders 
are now reviewing the Westminster Shorter Catechism.  Starting this month, you will see a Shorter Catechism                                                
question in the newsletter.  I encourage you to read it carefully and look up the referenced Bible verses.  This short 
exercise will help you in your doctrine and to “hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard…, in faith 
and love which are in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 1:13). 
 

Lovingly in Christ, 

Pastor Fowler 

 

  Crowders Creek 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 
JULY 2017  NEWSLETTER  



 

 

 

 

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man? 

A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. 

 
Psalm 86:9, Isaiah 60:21, Romans 11:36, 1 Corinthians 6:20, 1 Corinthians10:31, Revelation 4:11, Psalm 
16:5-11, Psalm 144:15, Isaiah 12:2, Luke 2:10, Philippians 4:4, Revelation 21:3-4 

 

 

 

"Why do we do that in Church?" 
 

What is the Nicene Creed? 
 
The Nicene Creed was first written by a formal gathering of pastors in the 
year 325 and finalized in 381.  The creed is named after the town of Nicea 
(in northwest Turkey) where the gathering took place.  The Nicene Creed 
was written to formally refute the false teaching (called Arianism) that                        

Jesus was not fully God and to cement the doctrine of the Trinity – which was threatened by the false 
teaching.  Most cults today (many erroneously identify themselves as “Christian”) error in their view of                             
Jesus Christ – just as the cult that was refuted at Nicea.  Therefore, we must intentionally remind ourselves 
of who Jesus was and still is since a Biblically correct view of Jesus is central to true Christianity.  We recite 
the Nicene Creed, just as the Church has done now for 1800 years, to strongly assert the vital Biblical 
truths of Jesus, the Trinity, and the Church. 

VBS is right around the corner! It will be held July 20-22nd. 

This year we will be learning all about missions and                            

missionaries around the world! On Thursday and Friday,                   

we will offer a snack supper at 5:30 p.m., crafts, story, and 

games will be from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. On Saturday, we will 

have the craft, story, and games from 10:00-11:30 a.m.         

followed by a short program and lunch for VBS attendees 

and their families. 



Sunday Morning Attendance 
 

     June       4  72                     

     June       11  73                        

     June       18  86                                

     June       25          82              

    

2017 Budget Calls For: 

$208,000.00 
 

Need through week 26 

$104,000.00 
 

Actual through week 26 

$99,469.84 

Barker Bequest        $4,808.06        

Bonclarken Fund           $7,746.60        

Bonclarken Weekend       $477.02                             

Building Fund    $5,600.00                                     

Cemetery Fund   $6,672.26                                   

Choir Support        $396.20     

Choir Chimes           $403.29    

Emergency Fund        $11,685.00                             

Faith Promise     $3,724.64                                        

Henry Bequest          $50,000.00                    

Hymnal Fund           $227.97       

Memorial Fund        $4,831.15                      

Outreach Fund                 $704.02     

Playground Fund              $402.41                                              

Van Replacement        $12,314.12                               

Youth Activities              $2,553.10   

 

Children’s Ministry for June 

                  Nursery          Children’s Church 

7/2 Matt & Erin Grigg Allison & Michael Moses 

7/9 
Carolyn Champion & 
Barbara Jackson 

Andy & Phayvanh Welborn 

7/16 Felix & Michelle Alpizar Rick & Chris Oates 

7/23 Gavin & Ashley Bell 
Dana Fowler &                      
James Murphy 

7/30 
Amy Mistry &                   
Ava Mauney 

Matt & Erin Grigg 

  Memorials for Linda Bell 

 David & Melissa Jackson gave to the                 

 Choir support fund 

 Roy & Kitte Cloninger gave to the                    

 Memorial Fund 

 Charles & Ann Ferguson gave to Social Concerns  

 Cathy Best gave to the CCARP Cemetery Endowment Fund 

 Doug Bell gave to the Memorial Fund 

   

Other Recent Memorials 

 Gaston County gave to the CCARP Cemetery Endowment Fund in 

memory of Bill Best 

 Ron & Julie Millar gave to the Memorial Fund in memory of                                            

Bill Best 

7/2 Adrianna Cooper 

7/9 Nathan Davidson 

7/16 Addison Key 

7/23 Ethan Mistry 

7/30 Lisa Welborn 

Acolyte Schedule 

 

JULY HAS 5 SUNDAY’S! 

Please plan to join us for our 5th                  

Sunday Covered Dish Lunch                           

immediately following the                            

Worship Service on July 30th. 

Bring your favorite entrée, side dish          

or dessert to share and join us for this 

time of fellowship. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 7th Fali & Amy Mistry 

July 10th Jimmy & Hope Mauney 

July 13th Rob & Karen Elliotte 

July 20th Dave & Marilyn Brooks 

 

 

July 3rd  Liliana Alpizar 

July 11th  Jean Love 

July 12th  Gavin Bell 

July 13th  Avalin Mauney 

July 13th  Jimmy Mauney 

July 15th  Pat Carter 

July 17th  Nancy Jones 

July 17th  Laura Mauney 

July 20th  Jacqueline Hembree 

July 21st   Gabrielle Cater 

July 25th  Alfred Stowe 

July 25th   Gene Simpson 

July 28th  David Styers 

July 29th  Amy Mistry 

July 29th  Chris Owenby 

July 29th  Rebecca Sweeten 

July 30th  Kristy Best 

July 31st  Kimberly Ferguson  

 

Can You Find Jesus? 

We all seek Jesus each and every day, in prayer, in the scripture, in the spoken 
word.  Now we present you with an exercise to keep your mind sharp and draw 
your attention to each and every article brought to you in this newsletter.  Find 
the hidden image of Jesus on these pages and let the church office know.  We 
will list those who have in our next issue. 
 
These folks found Jesus in the June issue of our newsletter: Nancy Roach, Rhett Clarke 
Ethel Mauney, Rebecca Sweeten and Rob Elliotte. 

 

 

 

 

Appalachia Mission Trip    July 1-7 

Salvation Army Breakfast    July 3 

Deacon’s Meeting      July 12  

HARPS Meeting       July 19 

Bonclarken Music Conference   July 9-14 

Session Meeting       July 19 

Vacation Bible School     July 20-22 

Bonclarken Family Bible Conference July 24-27 

5th Sunday Covered Dish Lunch  July 30 

Bonclarken Weekend     August 11-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   HARPS will meet for lunch on Wednesday,   

July 19th at 11:30 a.m. at O’Charley’s in                                         

Gastonia. Anyone that is interested is welcome 

to join us for this meeting and time of                                 

fellowship. 



 

 

 

 

 

EVERY WORD IN THE BIBLE 

Every Word in the Bible Track 3 takes you completely through the     

Bible, reading every word. Other Bible-reading plans allot only a 
year for this project, requiring that at least 3 chapters be read each 
day. But many readers find such a pace to be unrealistic and            

discouraging. For this reason, Track 3 assigns only one chapter a 
day. (Some short chapters have been combined, so  occasionally you will read two brief chapters in a 
day.) In all, the reading plan works out evenly to a three-year total. The Track 3 plan alternates be-
tween the Old Testament and New Testament. This mixing provides variety and reduces the fatigue 

that may set in from reading long sections of the Old Testament. Time Commitment: Three years Goal: 
To read all the way through the Bible with understanding 

July 1 July2 July 3 July 4

July 5 July 6 July 7 July 8 July 9

July 10 July 11 July 12 July 13 July 14 July 15

July 16 July 17 July 18 July 19 July 20 July 21 July 22 July 23

July 24 July 25 July 26 July 27 July 28 July 29 July 30

July 31 Aug 1  Aug 2 Aug 3 Aug 4 Aug 5

Aug 6 Aug 4 Aug 5 Aug 6 Aug 9

Aug 11 Aug 12 Aug 13 Aug 15 Aug 16 Aug 17

Aug 18 Aug 19 Aug 21 Aug 22 Aug 23

Aug 24 Aug 25 Aug 26 Aug 27 Aug 28

Aug 29 Aug 30 Aug 31

All men are invited and                              encouraged to attend this 

time                          of great food & fellowship.                                

Please sign up with the office                                 or on the sign-up 

sheet in the                         vestibule no later than March 20 if you 

plan to attend. 

2017 MUSIC CON-

FERENCE 

 

        

Crowders Creek Church,                                          

Your kindness means so                                          

very much. 

All the love and support shown during the 

passing of Mom is greatly appreciated! 

Thank you for the continued prayers.                                                                   

~Gavin Bell & Family  

 

      

 

SEPTEMBER 16TH is ARP STUDENTS DAY at Erskine  

September 16, 2017 is ARP Students Day for all high 

school students! Seniors, get priority access to ARP 

scholarships in addition to other financial aid when you 

visit campus. 

For over 175 years, Erskine College has served the 

young people of the ARP Church with academic quali-

ty, spiritual formation, and preparation for meaningful 

lives of service.         

 Learn more and register at know.erskine.edu/ARP 

 



 Crowders Creek ARP Church Activities & Events 

The Sunshine Sisters met for lunch at 

McGill’s Feed Room on June 6th. 
 

On Wednesday, June 21st, HARPS 

met for a delicious lunch at Cheddar’s 

in Gastonia. 

Twelve attended                                              

Photo & Story by Sarah Boyd  

 

The missions committee is in need of                                       

volunteers to help sort out and put prices 

on all of the yard sale items we’ve                       

received so far for the missions                         

fundraiser in September.  We set the 

date for Saturday, July 15th at 10:00 a.m. 

We will all meet at the church.  If anyone 

has any questions they can contact Dave 

or Marilyn Brooks, Jo Wiker or anyone on 

the committee. 



 

Women’s Ministry Schedule  

 

The Sunshine Sisters will not meet in July. Our next 

meeting will be on Tuesday, August 1st. Sarah Boyd 

will be presenting a program on her recent travels 

to Scotland. All are welcome to join us for this                        

special presentation. Please watch your bulletin for 

details. 

 

 

 

  

There will be no Women’s Ministry Meeting in the 

month of July. 

 

 

The Missions Committee will be holding a fundraiser 

event on Saturday, September 23rd. The goal of this 

fundraiser is not only to raise necessary funds for the 

trip to Belize but also to reach people in our local                      

community that may not have a church home. This is a 

great way for all of us to get involved and contribute in 

some way.  How you can help: 

 Donations for both the Yard & Bake Sale– Please 

see the sign-up sheet in the vestibule or contact 

the office. Yard Sale items may be dropped off       

during normal office hours. 

 Volunteers to help at the event 

 Invite friends & family  

 Register your truck or tractor 

 Pray for the teams from the 3 churches that will go 

and the people that they will come into contact 

with.   

Dear Ladies of Crowders Creek ARP Church: 

Thank you for the recent donation of various children’s toys 

and toiletry items to be sold in the Gift Shop. 

We are grateful for the donation of nice items that can be sold 

at nominal prices to those attending our camps, conferences, 

and other events. The funds we receive through the operation 

of the Gift Shop are certainly valuable in helping us implement 

Bonclarken’s mission in providing opportunities for worship, 

education, fellowship, and recreation. 

We are certainly thankful for our many great friends who                     

support us, and I hope that you will pray that our work will         

glorify Christ and that all of our guests will be receptive to the 

call of the Holy Spirit.  

Again, thank you for your support and generosity. 

Sincerely, Joseph Sherer, Jr.– President 

We have 13 attending the Music Conference at Bonclarken 

this year.  They have a fun, busy, and exciting week ahead                    

of them! Please be in prayer for all the attendees, chaperones, 

guests, etc.  

The conference is July 9-14th. On Friday evening at 7:00 p.m. 

there will be a special Concert that you are welcome and                 

encouraged to attend to show your support. 

Feel free to contact the church office for more details. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet 
for prayer 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday   
School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
Service           
                              

 
 

 
 

7:55 a.m. 
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Fellowship  
Dixie Diner 
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