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I trust those were blessed that attended the “Gospel Conversations” training here at the church back in February – I         
certainly was blessed.  The presenter was Rev. Mike Jones, director of Outreach to North America, our denomina-
tion’s arm to help ARP churches begin and remain healthy.  Mike presented some real eye-opening facts about the 
general public’s view of religion and God.  Below is a summary: 
 
A. Do you assume that most people in Gaston and York counties claim some religious affiliation?  Do you assume               
that most people around here claim to be Christians and already have a church?  Therefore, “there are really few                        
people around here that we could potentially invite to our church.”  Sound familiar?  I confess I have had these 
thoughts myself.  Check out these 2010 statistics gathered from census data that show otherwise: 
 
  1. 88,372 people in Gaston county claim NO religious affiliation – called “nones” 
  2. 113,767 people in York county claim NO religious affiliation (“nones”) 

 
- What this means for us? – Adding up the number of people in both counties, the total is 202,139 people that  

  have absolutely NO religious affiliation!  That’s a whole lot of people right here in our back door that we  
  could invite to church! – not to mention others that do claim religious affiliations but are not attending. 
 
B. What about these people who claim no religious affiliation? (called “nones”) Are they open to talking about                    
Christianity and being invited to church?  Will they get offended?  Here are the facts Rev. Jones presented: 
 
  1. “Nones” are people of all ages but the highest percentage are below age 30.  33% of people under age  30 are 
  “nones.” 
 
  2. “Nones” were surveyed being asked, “How likely are you to attend church?”  Their answer – 33% said  
  “likely”; 67% said “not likely” 
 

- What this means for us? – 1 out of every 3 said they would likely attend church if simply asked!  “Nones”  
  claim they have no real interest in God or religion at all but what they don’t have is preconceived notions to  
  overcome! Therefore, they are open to talking about Christ, Christianity, church, etc. and 1 out of every 3 will 
  come to church if you ask them. 
 
  3. Seven (7) out of ten (10) “nones” say their Christian friends do not talk about Christianity enough 
 

- What this means for us? – Over 70% of these folks want to talk about Christianity!  These people are really                  
seeking truth.  They are curious.  They want to know what Christianity is if someone would just stop and talk 
to them about it!  This is no real surprise since God says that He “set eternity in the human heart” (Ecclesiastes 
3:11). 

  
C. Other enlightening statistics about the general public (not just “nones”) Rev. Jones mentioned: 
 
  1. 75% of those who have recently moved will visit our church if you personally invite them.   
 
 - What this means for us? - We have people in our general area that have lived here for generations but we also 
  have new folks moving in all the time in this area.  The subdivisions have “for sale” signs in them often,    
  proving this.  Who is new to the area that you could stop by and meet?  Have you noticed a for sale sign that is 
  now gone with cars in the driveway you don’t recognize?  Knock on their door to welcome them.  Bring a  
  small “welcome to the neighborhood” gift.  This may open a door to invite them to church, either then or later. 
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  2. 75% of anyone looking for a church will come if you personally invite them.   
      55% of those not looking for a church will come if you personally invite them. 
 
  - What this means for us? – The truth is that many are looking but don’t want to go through the “looking”                     
  process.  A personal invitation makes all the difference in overcoming this obstacle since they will come with 
  you and not be self-conscious about being alone.   
 
D. How do we prepare to share the gospel? Based on Colossians 4:2-6: 
  1. Prayer – pray for: 
   a. opportunities to meet new people 
   b. for God to help you be watchful for such opportunities 
   c. for God to give us the words to say 
  2. Prepare – be prepared to meet people daily; prepared in our hearts and mind and ready to act in faith 
  3. Slay our assumptions – the above statistics should do that.  What we assumed 15 years ago about “what will 
  people think” when we talk about Christianity is largely not applicable anymore.  The American landscape has 
  greatly changed from most people claiming some religious affiliation (mostly  Christian) to many not claiming 
  any religious affiliation at all.  This really opens more doors for sharing our faith. 
  4. See sharing our faith as a discipline – if we are not intentional, it likely will not happen 
 
E.  The Bible tells us that we Christians must be those “who understand the times” (1 Chronicles 12:32).  These facts 
help us better understand the times we live in and also encourage us that many more people (than we may have                   
previously realized) are open to discussing Christianity.  The Bible also tells us that we are to “be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asks you a reason of the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15).  In other words, when we leave 
the house we must “be ready.”  We must pray to be ready, to be “always sober-minded” (2 Tim. 4:5), trusting the Lord 
in all this. 
 
Everyone who has been in the church for any period of time is aware that Jesus commands us to “go and make                       
disciples” (Matt. 28:19).  However, we often really don’t know what we will be facing or even how to start.  Would 
you join with me in praying that, with this helpful information, we now will step out in faith and start more “Gospel 
Conversations?” 

Lovingly in Christ, 

Pastor Fowler 

"Why do we do that in Church?" 
 
When someone describes themselves as an “evangelical” Christian, what do they mean?                                                                                                                             
 

First, let’s define “evangelical.”  The word “evangel” in evangelical means “gospel.” True 
Evangelical churches have embraced the Biblical definition of the gospel where Jesus 
Christ and the Cross are at the center of true Christian faith:  – that Jesus Christ was fully 
God and fully man, lived a perfectly righteous life, was our substitute on the cross,               
willingly taking the holy and just wrath of God that we earned for our sins, and fully                 
paying our sin debt.  He died, was buried, and rose again proving His victory over sin and 

death for His people.  All those that truly put their faith in Jesus have His perfect righteousness transferred to their         
account and are then accepted as children of God forever.  Salvation is a completely free gift and cannot be earned one 
bit; nor can it be lost.  The gospel is equally open to all humans but salvation is only available through Christ.  Those 
that reject Jesus go to a real hell when they die.  This is a short summary of what true Evangelicals stand for.                                              
 

True Evangelical churches are committed to Biblical truth.  They see the Bible as God’s Word and, as such, the final 
authority on any matter it speaks to.  Evangelicals look to the Bible first, rather than the culture, for answers,                                    
especially with regard to questions about Christianity and the Church.  Evangelicals are committed to the great creeds 
of the faith: Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed, etc.                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Evangelical churches and Evangelical Christians are in many different Christian denominations and often differ on 
other aspects of church.  For example, Anglicans, Presbyterians, Baptists, Congregationalists, Pentecostals, and others, 
may differ on church government, baptism, use of spiritual gifts, etc.  However, they may all be fully evangelical.  It is 
also just as possible that churches in these same (and other) denominations may not be evangelical.  In America today, 
the majority of Christian churches and mainline denominations are not truly evangelical.   



Sunday Morning Attendance 
 

     April        2  76                        

     April         9  92                       

     April      16      105                         

     April      23  65                                  

     April      30          82                   

2017 Budget Calls For: 

$208,000.00 
 

Need through week 18 

$72,000.00 
 

Actual through week 18 

$66,640.99 

  NEEDED 

Barker Bequest        $4,808.06        

Bonclarken Fund           $7,726.60        

Bonclarken Weekend       $246.20                             

Building Fund    $5,573.00                                     

Cemetery Fund   $6,672.26                                   

Choir Support        $471.80     

Choir Chimes           $403.29    

Emergency Fund        $11,685.00                             

Faith Promise     $3,324.64                                        

Henry Bequest          $50,000.00                    

Hymnal Fund           $227.97       

Memorial Fund        $4,631.15       

Music Conference       $1,057.86     

Outreach Fund                  $704.02     

Playground Fund              $402.41                                              

Van Replacement        $12,314.12                               

Youth Activities              $2,553.10   

5/7 Kaden Brinkley 

5/14 Adrianna Cooper 

5/21 Nathan Davidson 

5/28 Addison Key 

Acolyte Schedule 

 

Children’s Ministry for May 

                  Nursery          Children’s Church 

5/7 Gavin & Ashley Bell Felix & Michelle Alpizar 

5/14 
Amy Mistry &                   
Ava Mauney 

Allison & Michael Moses 

5/21 
Dana Fowler &               
Wanda Cooper 

Andy & Phayvanh Welborn 

5/28 Laurie & James Murphy Rick & Chris Oates 

Memorials for Bruce Nelson 

 Jack, Margaret & Will Grier gave to                    

the Men’s Fellowship Ministry 

 HARPS gave to the Van Replacement 

Fund 

 Bill & Cathy Best gave to the CC Cemetery Endowment Fund 

 Gene & Nancy Jones gave to the Memorial Fund 

 Polly Gresham gave to the Memorial Fund 

 Crowders Creek ARP Church gave to the CC Cemetery Endowment 

Fund 

 

             CCARP Family,                                                               

Thank you so much for the Memorial in Bruce’s name.  

I am so proud of our church family & everything done for our family.  
Love Becky, Mike & Kinsey   

 

Thank you Church Family for all of the prayers, cards , visits & espe-

cially for the friendship you all have shown to us. I am truly proud of 

our church family. Also, thank you ladies for the delicious meal. 

           ~The Nelson Family    

Deacon Schedule 

May 

Barbara Moses,                                

Cavan Hoose, Matt Grigg, 

Sarah Boyd 



 

 

 

 

 

 

May 6     Tommy & Mona Davidson 

May 21   Chuck & Robin Ferguson 

May 4  Helen Barker 

May 10 Chris Champion 

May 15 Michelle Alpizar 

May 15 Rick Oates 

May 16 Kaden Brinkley 

May 19 Will (Buddy) Ferguson 

May 20 Carla Clarke 

May 21 Hannah Oates 

May 22 Michael Moses 

May 24 Dana Fowler 

May 24 Jonathan Alpizar 

May 24 Mae Ferguson 

May 28 George Stowe 

May 29 Helen White 

May 30 Fali Mistry 

 

 

 

 

 

Can You Find Jesus? 

We all seek Jesus each and every day, in prayer, in the scripture, in the spoken 
word.  Now we present you with an exercise to keep your mind sharp and draw 
your attention to each and every article brought to you in this newsletter.  Find 
the hidden image of Jesus on these pages and let the church office know.  We 
will list those who have in our next issue. 
 
These folks found Jesus in the April issue of our newsletter: Rob Elliotte, 
Rhett Clarke, Ethel Mauney, Barbara Moses, Nancy Roach, Dave Brooks, Marilyn 
Brooks and Ethel Mauney. 
 

 

 
 

Salvation Army Breakfast    May 1  

Sunshine Sisters Meeting     May 2 

Deacon’s Meeting      May 3 

Missions Committee Meeting   May 11 

Mother’s Day        May 14 

HARPS Meeting       May 17  

Session Meeting       May 18 

Women’s Ministry Meeting   May 21 

Memorial Day       May 29 

Communion         June 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HARPS will meet for lunch on Wednesday,            

May 17th at 11:30 a.m. at the                                           

Ole Carolina BBQ on Union Road. 

Anyone that is interested is welcome to join us 

for this meeting and time of fellowship. 

MARCH 12 



 

 

 

EVERY WORD IN THE BIBLE 

Every Word in the Bible Track 3 takes you completely through the     

Bible, reading every word. Other Bible-reading plans allot only a 
year for this project, requiring that at least 3 chapters be read each 
day. But many readers find such a pace to be unrealistic and            

discouraging. For this reason, Track 3 assigns only one chapter a 
day. (Some short chapters have been combined, so  occasionally you will read two brief chapters in a 
day.) In all, the reading plan works out evenly to a three-year total. The Track 3 plan alternates be-
tween the Old Testament and New Testament. This mixing provides variety and reduces the fatigue 

that may set in from reading long sections of the Old Testament. Time Commitment: Three years Goal: 
To read all the way through the Bible with understanding 

May 1 May 2 May 3  May 4 May 5  May 6

May 7 May 8 May 9 May 10  May 11

May 12  May 13 May 14 May 15 May 16 May 17 May 18

May 19 May 20  May 21 May 22 May 23 May 24 May 25

May 26 May 27 May 28  May 29 May 30 May 31

June 1  June 2 June 3 June 4 June 5 June 6 June 7 June 8

June 9 June 10 June 11 June 12 June 13 June 14 June 15 June 

16 June 17 June 18 June 19 June 20 June 21 June 22 June 23

June 24 June 25 June 26 June 27 June 28 June 29 June 30

All men are invited and                              

encouraged to attend this time                          

of great food & fellowship.                                

Please sign up with the office                                 

or on the sign-up sheet in the                         

vestibule no later than March 20 

if you plan to attend. 

2017 MUSIC CONFERENCE 

EARLY REGISTRATION                   

DEADLINE MAY 24TH 

$50 REGISTRATION FEE 

T-SHIRTS $12 



 

 

Crowders Creek ARP Church Activities & Events 

 

On Wednesday, April 19th, HARPS met at 

O’ Charley’s for an enjoyable meal and free 

pie.   

Photo & Story by Sarah Boyd 

 

 

 

On Sun., March 26th, a combined March & 

April Women’s Ministry Meeting was held. 17 

ladies enjoyed the soup meal prepared by 

Barbara Moses. Dana Fowler continued the 

Bible Study on Galatians. 

 

On Easter Sunday, April 16th, the children pro-

vided the call to worship while the adult choir 

sang three songs for special music. 



CCARP ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 

Pictures courtesy of                                           

Rob Elliotte 



 

 

 

 

Women’s Ministry Schedule  

Tuesday Nights 6:45 p.m.—Women’s Bible Study 

at the home of Marilyn Brooks. 

The Sunshine Sisters will meet Tuesday,                   

May 2nd, at 10:00 a.m.at CCARP. We will plan 

to visit some of our shut-in members. We will 

plan to stop for lunch on our return to CCARP.                        

The Women’s Ministry will meet on Sunday, May 21st, 

following the services. The Special Offering in May is for 

Christmas gifts for our Friendship Class.  

We will continue our study in Galatians. All ladies are 

invited and encouraged to attend. 

Baby Bottle Blessings Campaign  

It’s time once again to fill some baby bottles with 

your spare change! The bottles will be available 

in the vestibule on Mother’s Day.  Just take them 

home and fill with your change and return them 

on Father’s Day.  Last year we filled 67 bottles 

totaling $306.25 We would like to bless the Crisis 

Pregnancy Center with 75 bottles this year! Each 

bottle of change contributes to helping the CPC 

care for the needs of families right here in our 

community. This is a great way to get your family 

involved in giving to bless others! 

Mother’s Day Remembrances  

The Women’s Ministry is sponsoring red and white 

carnations for a Mother’s Day arrangement for the 

sanctuary. Individual carnations can be purchased 

in honor of or in memory of mothers or special 

friends for the occasion. Flowers will be $1.00 each 

and you will be able to pick them up after the                  

service. 

To reserve your flowers, use the special offering 

envelopes and indicate how many flowers you are 

purchasing and who they are to honor or in 

memory of. The Mother’s Day bulletin insert will list 

those honored and who the flowers were given by. 

The deadline for ordering is Sunday, May 7. 

The first Monday in every month a group of 
men or ladies from Crowders Creek ARP 
Church prepares and serves breakfast at the 
Salvation Army in Gastonia.  We are in need 
of more volunteers for this service to our         

community. We only do this one day each month and it 
does not require as much time as you may think. We                      
usually meet between 5:00-5:30 a.m. to take in our                             
supplies. We are responsible for the cooking and serving 
only. No clean up is involved. We are usually finished by 
7:00 a.m. Please prayerfully consider helping us in this              
effort to be the hands and feet of Jesus. Please contact 
Mike Ferguson if you are interested. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet 
for prayer 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday   
School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
Service                                       
5:00 p.m. Choir             
Practice 
6:00 p.m. Sunday Night 
Activities            
 

1 
5:30 a.m. 
Salvation  
Army 
Breakfast 

2 
 

7:55 a.m. 
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Fellowship  
Dixie Diner 

3 
7:00 p.m. 
Deacon’s  
Meeting 

4 5 
 

6 
 

7 

 

 

8 
 

9 

6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

10 
 

11 
6:45 p.m. 
Missions 
Committee 
Meeting 

12 

 

13 
 

14 
HAPPY 

MOTHER’S 
DAY!!! 

15 
 
 
 

16 

6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

17 
11:30 Harps 
to meet at 

Ole Carolina 
BBQ 

18 
7:00 p.m. 
Session 
Meeting 

19 20 
 

21 
Women’s 
Ministry  
Meeting 

22 

 

23 

6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

 

27 
 

28 

 
 

29 
Memorial 

Day 

30 
6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 
 

31    
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