
Pastor’s Page      
 The New Year brings new things and often that includes New Year resolutions.  We may not do as well as we 
would like to follow through on those resolutions.  Some folks stop making such resolutions since they come to find 
that either they or others fail to make good on them.  Allow me to share one resolution from God and ask you to make 
one resolution for February. 
  
 Here is a resolution from God that we can completely count on, “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his 
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22-23).  As we 
begin 2017 together at Crowders Creek allow me to share a few encouraging thoughts on these verses. 
  
 First, God’s grace never wavers or changes.  He “is the same today, yesterday, and forever” (Heb. 13:8).  There-
fore, His promises are always constant.  God never has a “bad day”; He never “gets out of bed on the wrong side.”  His 
“steadfast love never ceases” means that God’s special covenant love He sets on His children is permanent and always 
the same.  When we put our trust in Jesus Christ we become God’s child forever and His steadfast love is set on us for-
ever.  You can count on this because “great is His faithfulness.”  “If we are faithless, he remains faithful - for he cannot 
deny himself” (2 Tim. 2:13).  
  
 Why do I write this?  I am convinced that we do not look to God’s grace as we should for encouragement, hope, 
and fuel to live out the Christian life victoriously.  I am not at all suggesting we take God’s grace and forgiveness for 
granted.  We should deeply lament our sins since those sins are ultimately against God Himself (Psalm 51:4).  We 
should sincerely repent often (Jer. 31:19) and ask for forgiveness in confidence that He forgives (1 John 1:9).  Howev-
er, often, this is where we stop.  We must then take the step of basking in God’s steadfast love set on us (totally unde-
served) and the fact that His mercies are “new every morning.”  Then, confidently ask Him for that grace and mercy 
every day.  As you look out your window in the early morning and see a new day be reminded of these graces of God 
that are new to YOU through Christ THIS day.  Thank God for them and then, make the most of that grace for His glo-
ry.  God’s grace not only wonderfully forgives, His grace also helps us get up and live for Him daily – if we will only 
look to Him for that grace and ask for it.  This is what Jeremiah goes on to say in Lamentations 3:24-25 - "’The LORD 
is my portion,’ says my soul, Therefore I hope in Him!  The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the soul who 
seeks Him.”   
 
 Jeremiah not only wonders at God’s love, mercy, and faithfulness, he also looks to the Lord for the grace to live for 
Him and is encouraged/fueled.  Ask the Lord to help you look to Him daily for “your portion” and look for your “hope 
in Him.” 
 
 Second, one resolution I would ask you to make (and follow through with!) is to attend a very important training 
here at the church on Sunday evening, Feb. 12th.   This training was scheduled last October and was postponed.  The 
training is titled, “Opening Gospel Conversations.”  This training is not about learning another “method” to share the 
gospel or even learning “how” to share the gospel.  The teaching focuses on developing a church culture where our in-
ward health naturally results in outward gospel living.  The training will be taught by Rev. Mike Jones, a veteran ARP 
pastor who heads up the ARP denomination’s effort to help ARP churches improve health and outreach.   The schedule 
is below: 

 

Sunday evening, February 12, 2017 
4:30 - 5:30     Opening session  
5:30 - 6:15     Supper in fellowship hall  
6:15 - 7:00     Final session  
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I cannot stress enough the importance of this particular opportunity.  This training is absolutely vital for our 
church, plain and simple.  Why do I say this so strongly?  Because churches thrive that have a culture where inward 
church health results in outward gospel living; and churches that do not have this culture wither.  This is precisely 
why our denomination is offering this training and we are blessed to have it right here at our church! 

If you do not normally attend Sunday evening events, make an exception for this one!  You and the church 
will benefit greatly.  If you need a ride let the office know and we will find you a ride.  This training is free to our 
church but please register with Melissa at the office so we can plan logistically.  Please pray for this upcoming train-
ing and for the Lord to do mighty things through it.  I look forward to seeing you there! 
 

 

 

Lovingly in Christ, 

Pastor Fowler 

 
 

 



Sunday Morning Attendance 
 

      December  4                        

       December 11     77                                                

       December 18             

       December 25 83                                  

       

2016 Budget Called For: 

$204,142.00 
 

Actual  for 2016 

$207,792.05 
 

2017 Budget Calls For  

$208,000.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent Memorials 

 George & Barbara Jackson gave to the Memorial Fund in Memory of Anne 

Roach 

 David & Melissa Jackson gave to the General Fund in Memory of Anne 

Roach 

 David & Melissa Jackson gave to the General Fund in Memory of Mildred 

Oates 

 Ron & Julie Millar gave to the Memorial Fund in Memory of Anne Roach 

 Jack Grier & Family gave to the Men’s Ministry in Memory of C.J. Long 

 Jack Grier & Family gave to the Men’s Ministry in Memory of Jack Grier, Sr. 

 Jack Grier & Family gave to the Bonclarken Fund in Memory of Harry &  

Ruby Ferguson 

 Linda Stapleton gave to the Memorial Fund in Memory of Catherine &             

Clarence Whitesides 

 Shirley Brown & Family gave to the Van Replacement Fund in Memory of 

Gerald Brown 

 Jim Cauble gave to the Memorial Fund in Memory of Marilyn Brown Cauble 

 William F. Ferguson, Sr. gave to the Cemetery Fund in Memory of Shane 

Kipper Ferguson and all the Ferguson Family here at CCARP. 

The Friendship Sunday School 

class is in need of a van driver 

who would alternate with the             

current two drivers.  The need will 

begin In April. This is a great   

ministry opportunity.  Could your 

spiritual gift be to drive the 

van?  Romans 12:6 says, "Having 

gifts that differ according to the 

grace given to us, let us use 

them..." Please be in sincere  

prayer about whether the Lord 

would have you drive and/or for 

the Lord to burden the right                 

person's heart to drive.  If you 

have questions see one of our                   

deacons.   

FAITH PROMISE 
UPDATE FOR 

2016 

In 2016 the Faith             
Promise Fund                   

received a total of $1,115.  This 
brings the total of our Faith Promise 
Fund to $2,529.64. 

If you would like more information 
on what the Faith Promise is, you can 
contact the church office or you can 
find more information on our website  
in the Newsletter Section. This can be 
found in the  September 2016              
newsletter.    

  NEEDED 



 

 

 

 

 

Please let the office know if you have a 
January Anniversary that we can add to 
the calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 1  Ann Ferguson 

January 3  Julie Millar 

January 8  Scott Champion 

January 10 Cavan Hoose, Jr. 

January 12 Ashley Stowe 

January 19    Heather Owenby 

January 22 Mary D Jackson 

January 22 Elisea Meadows 

January 26 Betty Cribb 

January 26 Jett Norris 

January 26 David R. Styers 

January 26  Maegan Ferguson 

January 28 Eddie Petty 

January 30 Jason Hoose 

 

 

 

Can You Find Jesus? 

We all seek Jesus each and every day, in prayer, in the scripture, in the spoken word.  
Now we present you with an exercise to keep your mind sharp and draw your attention to 
each and every article brought to you in this newsletter.  Find the hidden image of Jesus 
on these pages and let the church office know.  We will list those who have in 
our next issue. 
 
These folks found Jesus in the December issue of our newsletter:  
Rob Elliotte, Nancy Roach, Cathy Best and Ethel Mauney. 
 

Deacon’s Meeting      January 11 

Installation of new officers    January 15 

HARPS Meeting       January 18 

Session Meeting       January 19 

5th Sunday Covered Dish Lunch  January 29 

Salvation Army Breakfast    February 6 

Sunshine Sisters Meeting     February 7 

Gospel Conversations Training  February 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HARPS will have their lunch and meeting on 

Wednesday, January 18th at 11:30 a.m. 

Soup and desserts will be provided so you just need 

to bring yourself! 

We hope that you will plan to attend. This is an               

important meeting to make future plans for HARPS. 



 

 

 

 

1/8 Ethan Mistry 

1/15 Lisa Welborn 

1/22 Jonathan Alpizar 

1/29 Kaden Brinkley 

Acolyte Schedule 

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry for January 

                  Nursery          Children’s Church 

JAN 8 Matt & Erin Grigg David & Ginny Styers 

JAN 15 
Felix & Michelle 

Alpizar 
Rick & Chris Oates 

JAN 22 
Tommy & Mona 

Davidson 
No Children’s Church 

JAN 29 
Dana Fowler &                 
Wanda Cooper 

No Children’s Church 

EVERY WORD IN THE BIBLE 

Every Word in the Bible Track 3 takes you completely through 
the Bible, reading every word. Other Bible-reading plans allot 

only a year for this project, requiring that at least 3 chapters be 
read each day. But many readers find such a pace to be            
unrealistic and discouraging. For this reason, Track 3 assigns 

only one chapter a day. (Some short chapters have been                      
combined, so  occasionally you will read two brief chapters in a 

day.) In all, the reading plan works out evenly to a three-year total. The Track 3 plan alternates               
between the Old Testament and New Testament. This mixing provides variety and reduces the                  

fatigue that may set in from reading long sections of the Old Testament. Time Commitment: Three 

GENESIS 

 

MATTHEW 1-9 



 
 

 

 

Story & Photo by Sarah Boyd 

The Women’s Ministries’ meeting was held after 

church on Sun., Nov. 13th. A delicious meal        

prepared by Ava Mauney and her daughters was 

served. Judy Buis, former ARP Missionary to      

Scotland, was the special speaker for the meeting. 

Her topic was the Protestant Reformation and 

Martin Luther. 

 

On Wed. Oct. 19th, HARPS met at 

Crowders Creek ARP to go to the NC 

Mountains to get apples. Kelly Hogue 

drove. 

We ate at Chick Fil A in Hendersonville 
and then headed on to Lyda Farms to 
purchase apples, cabbages, and other 
fresh farm produce. We enjoyed the 
lovely fall colors. 

On Sun., November 13th, Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes were     

presented and dedicated at                  
Crowders Creek ARP Church. 

On Sunday, Nov. 13th, Judy Buis was 
the special speaker during the Sunday 
School hour for the Jubilee Birthday. 

Crowders Creek ARP Church Activities & Events 



 

 

 

12/10 (Sat.) Adult Christmas Party @ 

CCARP  Entertainment was provided by 

Karen Elliotte, Caroline Styers and Gene 

Jones with Doug Roach on the piano. 

12/12 (Mon.) Four of the Sunshine Sisters 

met to visit our shut-ins and present them  

with Christmas poinsettias. Yellow treat 

bags were given to those with Jan. birth-

days. We visited Mary Jackson, Betty 

Cribb, George Stowe, Edith & Eddie Petty, 

Micki Crawford , and Al Cox. 

 Story & Photo by Sarah Boyd 



 

Women’s Ministry Schedule  

Tuesday Nights 6:45 p.m.—Women’s Bible Study at 

the home of Marilyn Brooks. 

 

 

 

 

The Sunshine Sisters will meet at the home of Barbara 

Moses on Tuesday, February 7th at 2:00 p.m.  

Gospel Conversations: 

When the Whole Church                               

Talks about Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Sunday, February 12, 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. as we 
hear from Rev. Mike Jones vital information on how we 
can open Gospel conversations with our families and 
neighbors. 

Mike will explore four main topics as we begin to look at 
Acts 16. 

 Using different ways to reach different folks 

 The need for generational shifts to reach all ages. 

 Evangelism techniques that are effective 

 The art of neighboring 

After a time of fellowship and supper, Mike will then lead 
us in small group discussions. 

A book table with study materials on the topics will be 
available as well. Crowders Creek members may                   
register for free by calling or emailing the church office.  

Guests are welcomed and encouraged! Registration for 
non-church members is $10 and includes the meal. 

Women’s Ministry Update 

The Women’s Ministry will begin a 
new study in February. We will be   
using the book Galatians For You by 
Tim Keller. The book is not required 
for the study. 

 

Many thanks to Sarah Boyd who so graciously 

volunteers her time and photography skills for 

the benefit of all of us here at Crowders Creek 

ARP Church. It is greatly appreciated! 

We have so many wonderful pictures from the 

last few months that we did not have space to 

include them all.  We will be including more in 

the coming newsletters. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet 
for prayer 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday   
School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
Service                                       
5:00 p.m. Choir             
Practice 
6:00 p.m. Sunday Night 
Activities            
 

2 
5:30 a.m. 
Salvation  
Army 
Breakfast 

3 
 

 
 

7:55 a.m. 
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Fellowship  
Dixie Diner 

4 5 6 
 

7 
 

8 

 
 

9 
 

10 

6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

11 
7:00 p.m. 
Deacon’s  
Meeting 

12 
 

13 

 

14 
 

15 
Officer                               
Installations 

16 
 
 
 

17 

6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

18 
 

19 
7:00 p.m. 
Session 
Meeting 

20 21 
 

22 
 

23 

 

24 

6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

 

28 
 

29 

5th Sunday 
Covered Dish                   

30 31 
6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 
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