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October 31st on most wall calendars is marked for Halloween.  However, on the church calendar Oct. 31st is 

labeled “Reformation Day.”  You may have heard this term (“Reformation” or “The Reformation) thrown around in 
church circles.  What is “The Reformation” and why does it matter to us here at Crowders Creek (to the point that I 
would write about it)? 

First, what is “The Reformation?”   Notice the core term here is “reform” which Webster’s Dictionary defines 
as “to improve (someone or something) by removing or correcting faults, problems, etc.”  Therefore, “The 
Reformation” was simply a movement to improve the church by correcting faults or problems.  This        
movement began in Britain/Europe in the 1300’s (approximately) but really picked up momentum in the 
1500’s.  October 31st is the chosen day to observe this church holiday since that is the date in 1517 that 
Martin Luther, a Roman Catholic monk in Germany, publicly displayed his “95 Thesis” which detailed 95 
ways the church was in gross error (going against the Bible).  At that time the church only allowed pastors 
access to the Bible; everyday folks in the church were forbidden by the Church to read the Bible.  Even if 
they somehow got a Bible they likely could not read it since most were illiterate.  Also, the Bible was not 
translated into the common language of the people; it was only in Latin and the pastor, on the rare                          
occasions when the Bible was read, only read it in Latin during a service.  Therefore, the people in the 
church were shut out from the Bible and, therefore, had no way to spot error in the church.  Luther, a monk 
who knew Latin, studied his Bible and began to see the many errors in the church.  He loved the church and 
simply wanted to bring these 95 errors into view to help “reform” the church to make it better by bringing it 
back in line with the Bible.  Little did Luther know at the time that he had sparked a movement to improve 
the church that would be far reaching.  Luther had no desire to start a new denomination or cause division in 
the Roman Catholic church.  However, he encountered severe opposition from his own Catholic church and 
was kicked out of the church by those who saw Luther’s actions as heresy.  Some of Luther’s followers 
formed the Lutheran church.  Other movements to “reform” the church took place all over Europe and                 
Britain.  The results of these movements (directly or indirectly) are all of the Protestant denominations               
today (Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian (including ARP), Anglican, Episcopal, and many others).   

 
Second, what does “The Reformation” have to do with us today at Crowders Creek?  As a part of the 

Reformation in the 1500’s a Latin motto emerged that captures the spirit and purpose of the Reformation which 
continues to this day: Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda secundum verbum Dei, that is, "The church                    
reformed, always being reformed according to the Word of God."  How do we identify and correct faults/problems 
in the church?... by continually going back to the Bible and asking, “does our church match up with what 
the Bible says our church should look like?”  Doesn’t it make just basic sense that we should be continually 
asking this question? – of course!  Therefore, “The Reformation” was not simply an historic event we read 
about in church history; it is to be an ongoing event.  Why is this necessary?  Because the church is full of 
sinners who have come to know the grace of Christ but, as still struggling with sin, can so easily get off 
track – just like the church did back then.  The tendency is always for the church to be changed to conform 
to the ever-changing culture surrounding it rather than by the Bible.  Thus, we must always be vigilant to be 
“The church reformed, always being reformed according to the Word of God.”  By God’s grace, we shall be. 

 
 
Lovingly in Christ, 

Pastor Fowler 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

 As followers of Jesus Christ we are facing a very difficult decision in deciding who we will vote for, or if we 

will vote, for president of this nation in a few weeks. In our effort to honor God and follow our personal convictions 

as Christians, can we vote for either candidate? Both of them together have probably broken all the Ten Command-

ments and more. We all have reason to question the validity of a Christian profession in both. Even the other two 

candidates in two different parties don’t seem to offer any better choice. We know to write in a candidate, if                      

possible, doesn’t hold out any hope to make a positive difference in this election. We all agree that God is sovereign 

in everything. And I believe we all agree that we are to exercise our biblical responsibility to do what we can to                        

encourage moral restraint and support the law of the land that is not in conflict with God’s Word.      
  

 I know all of you take seriously God’s instructions to pray for our leaders and government. We know our hope is 

in the grace and providence of God that has brought us into His Eternal Kingdom. At the same time, is there any      

reason not to ask God to have mercy on us and our country?  
  

 Let me share with you the convictions I believe God has led me to in my own struggle with how to vote. First of 

all, let’s be honest with ourselves. What if those who vetted us and voted us into the position God has placed us 

knew every thought of our heart and every word we have spoken and deed we had done? Would they have ever              

voted us into our job or position? If everyone we have hurt in some way in the past, before or after God had convert-

ed us, had spoken to the people that hired us, would we have ever been offered our position? We are all sinners and 

such bad sinners it took nothing less than the death of the Son of God to take away our sin and shame. 
  

 In light of this reality, isn’t our unwillingness to vote for any of the candidates based on their moral record, 

somewhat hypocritical? Isn’t it true that if we held the same conviction about ourselves in the job or position we 

have been given, we would have had to decline our call/job on the basis of our conscience and the knowledge we 

had of the sin in our own past……and present?  
  

 My conviction on voting also came as I put the two party platforms in parallel columns and asked: Which of 

these two parties is trying to appoint justices and judges who will best restrain evil and offer religious freedom in our 

land. Let me mention just one major issue facing us; abortion. Will we, by our not voting for a viable candidate, help 

one party gain the power of the presidency of this country to continue millions more deaths of the unborn and almost 

born? There have already been 54+ million deaths of the most defenseless of all God’s creation made in his own              

image. One death a tragedy; 54 million a statistic. Does Scripture tell us to be passive to injustice? At least one               

candidate says he will try to stop this genocide and appoint Supreme Court Justices who will take a pro-life stand. 

The other candidate is clear on continuing the genocide. One person told me he couldn’t vote for the democratic    

candidate, but he couldn’t for conscience sake let his name be associated with the republican candidate. Why not 

vote our conscience for at least trying to help stop the genocide toward the unborn? Focusing on the bad personal 

qualities of both candidates make us not want to vote, but the issues are also there. 
  

 Does my little vote matter anyway? You are aware that in a number of key political elections in our country just 

one or two votes have swung an entire election in one direction or another.  
  

 I agree with the thought that maybe God will let the sinful direction of our country continue as His judgment on 

this nation. But how is that a reason to not do what we can to stand for justice and truth in our lives as citizens of 

both the Kingdom of God and this nation? 

 
Sincerely, 

Lanier Ellis 
Retired ARP Minister 

First Presbytery 



From The Fowlers      

To the church:  

We thank you from 
the bottom of our 
hearts for the love gift 

of appreciation!  We 
echo Paul's words to Philemon and 
the church at Colossae: "I thank my 
God always when I remember you 
in my prayers, because I hear of 
your love and of the faith that you 
have toward the Lord Jesus and all 
the saints...(Philemon 1:4-5)."  We 
Fowlers have felt that same love 
from you.  Thank you! 

Sunday Morning Attendance 
 

  October   2   92                   

        October   9      96                                            

       October  16  98     

       October  23  76                                   

       

2016 Budget Calls For: 

$204,142.00 
 

Need through Week 43 

$168,809.83 
Actual through Week 43 

$170,074.18 

We want to celebrate! On Sunday 

November 6th we will have our                    

November Bagels For Birthday’s! If 

you have a Birthday in November 

please plan to join us at 9:15 in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Bagels For Birthday’s is the first 

Sunday of each month at 9:15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation of Crowders Creek ARP Church join together to          

express our appreciation to Rev. Stuart Fowler and his family for all 

the acts of kindness and support they have given us during the last 

year.  We are indeed blessed by God to have all of you with us here 

at Crowders Creek and pray that He will continue to bless our con-

gregation with your leadership. Thank you to Stuart, Dana & Family.                                     

 

Then I will give you shepherds after my own 

heart, who will lead you with knowledge 

and understanding.                                                             

Jeremiah 3:15 



 

 

 

 

November 17 Will & Kimberly Ferguson 

November 20  Aaron & Christy Meadows 

November 26 David & Elinor Hardy 

November 30 Craig & Robin Brinkley 

 

 

 

November  2  Doug Roach 

November  3  Mona Davidson 

November  3  Rob Elliotte 

November  3  Betty Oates 

November  4  Jack Jackson 

November  5  Josie Bell 

November  7  Dave Brooks 

November  7  Awilda Stowe 

November  7  Ginny Styers 

November  8  Wayne McAllister 

November  8  Abigail Stephens 

November  9    Julia Meadows 

November 11  Catherine Clarke 

November 12  Jan Roach 

November 13  Roger Mauney 

November 18  Caroline Styers 

November 20  Angela Crawford 

November 22  Addison Key 

November 23  Felix Alpizar 

 

Can You Find Jesus? 

We all seek Jesus each and every day, in prayer, in the scripture, in the spoken 
word.  Now we present you with an exercise to keep your mind sharp and draw 
your attention to each and every article brought to you in this newsletter.  Find 
the hidden image of Jesus on these pages and let the church office know.  We 
will list those who have in our next issue. 
 
These folks found Jesus in the October issue of our newsletter:  
Nancy Roach, Rhett Clarke, Rob Elliotte, and Ethel Mauney. 
 

Sunshine Sisters Meeting    November 1 

Women’s Ministry Retreat    November 4-5 

Women’s Ministry Annual Meeting November 5 

Bagels For Birthdays     November 6 

The Kirkin’ O The Tartans    November 6 

Salvation Army Breakfast    November 7 

Deacon’s Meeting      November 9 

Jubilee Celebration      November 13 

Women’s Ministry Meeting   November 13 

Session Meeting       November 17 

Thanksgiving Breakfast     November 24 

Sunshine Sisters Meet     December 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start your Thanksgiving Day off right with our traditional 
Thanksgiving Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. The men will meet at 

the church at 5:00 a.m. to prepare breakfast for the                                     
congregation, any relatives, friends or neighbors that want 

to come. We hope that you will join us for this great time of 
fellowship!  



 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

September was CAM month at Crowders Creek. 
We collected food and financial donations during 

the month.  We collected a total of $305 for this     
effort. Thank you so much for your donations. 
CAM relies on financial and food support from 

the faith community.  There are brochures       
available in the  vestibule with more information 

and different ways you can help this                                        
organization. 

 

Reach Your Community for Christ   
Rev. Mike Jones, ONA Executive Director for ARP 

In the past year, approximately 1.6 million more                          
Americans have self-identified as nones.  According to Dr. 
James Emery White, in his recent book titled The Rise of 
the Nones, nones are those who claim no religion and 
no faith affiliation. The trend is alarming, especially among 
the youngest adults in our communities. This would be       
depressing if we thought that salvation was ultimately left 
up to us, but we know that it is only by the unction and     
moving of the Holy Spirit of God that people come to                     
salvation. Yet, Christ has given us the commission,                       
authority and the gifts to reach the world. (Matt. 28) 
  

So, how many nones are in your area? I want to suggest a source to help you find out. Although it's a bit 
dated (based on the 2010 population survey) it's free. At ARDA.com (association of religious data ar-
chives) you can enter your zip code and it will reveal a table with the last column showing the unclaimed or 
nones. Nationally, for those under 23 years of age, 3 in 10 call themselves nones.  
  

For a moment, think about some of the nones that are in your community and put names and faces with 
them: The clerk at the local gas station, the server at your favorite restaurant, perhaps friends of your    
teenaged son or daughter- those who are, as Paul said in Eph. 2:12 "separate from Christ, excluded from             
citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the 
world." Those are the people that God has sovereignly placed in the communities and towns around our 
churches.  
 

That's why ONA's purpose statement says that we are "helping you and your church reach your                                
community for Christ." We genuinely want to provide you with the resources and tools to magnify 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ through your churches and presbyteries to reach a lost and dying 
world.  
 

In the area of evangelism, we encourage all of our churches to have a strategy for presenting the gospel, 
growing believers in their faith and engaging them in a local ministry of good works as prescribed by        
Ephesians 2:10. Check out our website for ideas to help each member of every ARP Church to be                    
enthused and empowered to share their faith with boldness. 

                        ~ Outreach Fall 2016 

 

  

 

FAITH PROMISE UPDATE 

To date for 2016 the Faith Promise 
Fund has received a total of $685, 
and Faith Promise pledges totaling 
$1900 through the next year.  

If you were unable to attend the 
2016 Missions Conference or have not had the                  
opportunity to hear about what Faith-Promise                
giving is, you can find this information in our                  
September Newsletter which can be found on our 
website. You can also request this information from 
the church office.  



Rally Day 2016 
On Sun., Aug. 28th 

Crowders Creek ARP  
celebrated Rally Day. 

Students moving up and 
the Friendship Class    

received certificates. The 
children and  Friendship 
Class performed songs 
for the audience. That 

evening, the celebration 
continued with an ice cream social and recognition of the teachers. 

 

On Sunday, Sep. 
18th, the  
Women’s                  

Ministry met for 
a salad luncheon 

followed by a 
meeting. Bess 

Burghen  
presented her 

final study of the 
book of James. 

                        

Many thanks to Sarah Boyd for her stories and photo’s! 



Read through the Bible in 1 Year! 

NOVEMBER   

Light for the world 

  Nov-1 John 1-3 

  Nov-2 John 4-5 

  Nov-3 John 6-8 

  Nov-4 John 9-10 

  Nov-5 John 11-12 

  Nov-6 John 13-16 

  Nov-7 John 17-18 

  Nov-8 John 19-21 
 

The new church 
 

  Nov-9 Acts 1-3 

  Nov-10 Acts 4-6 

  Nov-11 Acts 7-8 

  Nov-12 Acts 9-10 

  Nov-13 Acts 11-13 

  Nov-14 Acts 14-16 

  Nov-15 Acts 17-19 

  Nov-16 Acts 20-22 

  Nov-17 Acts 23-25 

  Nov-18 Acts 26-28 
 

We live by faith 
 

  Nov-19 Romans 1-3 

  Nov-20 Romans 4-7 

  Nov-21 Romans 8-10 

  Nov-22 Romans 11-13 

  Nov-23 Romans 14-16 

  Nov-24 I Corinthians 1-4 

  Nov-25 I Corinthians 5-9 

  Nov-26 I Corinthians 10-13 

  Nov-27 I Corinthians 14-16 

  Nov-28 II Corinthians 1-4 

  Nov-29 II Corinthians 5-8 

  Nov-30 II Corinthians 9-13 

Great Tips for reading through the Bible: 

READ...the passage for the day, listening closely for what God is saying. 

EXPLORE...what the Bible has to say by asking questions. 

ACT...on the truth by finding one thing you can Do. 

PRAY...the verses you have just read back to God. 

 

Children’s Ministry for November 

                  Nursery          Children’s Church 

NOV 6 Matt & Erin Grigg Felix & Michelle Alpizar 

NOV 13 Tommy & Mona Davidson David & Ginny Styers 

NOV 20 Rick & Chris Oates 
Andy & Phayvanh 

Welborn 

NOV 27 Laurie & James Murphy No Children’s Church 

11/06 Lisa Welborn 

11/13 Jonathan Alpizar 

11/20 Kaden Brinkley 

11/27 Adrianna Cooper 

Acolyte Schedule 

On Sun., Oct. 9th the 

Women’s Ministries met 

for a delicious meal pre-

pared by Allison Moses. 

Afterward, Dana Fowler 

presented a devotion on 

Christians as travelers 

through life in this world, 

sojourners headed for 

heaven. 

Then, the 14 women pre-

sent, prepared goody 

bags for the Annual 

Meeting of the Women’s 

1st Presbytery we’ll be 

hosting in Nov. at 

Bonclarken.                          

Story & Photo’s by Sarah B. 



Just a reminder the Women’s Ministry Meeting 
for November will be held November 13th                          

immediately following the service. A light lunch 
will be provided. This month Judy Buis will be 

our guest speaker.  

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Ministry Schedule  

Tuesday Nights 6:45 p.m.—Women’s Bible Study at 

the home of Marilyn Brooks. 

 

 

 

The Sunshine Sisters will meet at the home of Barbara 

Moses on Tuesday, December 6th at 2:00 p.m. Please 

join us for fellowship with seasonal sips and sweets. 

Operation Christmas Child  

  

  

 

 

 

A small shoe box can teach a child about the love of 
God, lead him or her to faith in Christ, inspire pastors, 

and plant new churches. What goes into the box is fun, 
but what comes out is eternal. Be part of changing 

lives through the power of a simple gift.  

Shoe boxes and information are available for you to 
pick up in the vestibule. 

Please return your boxes by Sunday, November 6 with 
a $7.00 donation to cover shipping. We will have a 

dedication ceremony on Sunday, November 13. 

     SAVE THE DATE!                                 
Coming soon to a  Sanctuary near 

you!!!  Crowders Creek ARP Youth 

along with some brave adults will be 

present: 

How the Grouch Found                   
Christmas 

Produced by: Dennis and                  
Nan Allen 

 

Sunday December 18, 2016 
6:00 p.m.                                              

Refreshments in fellowship hall following performance. 

On Tuesday, September 6th, the Sunshine Sisters met 

in the home of Bess Burghen with refreshments on 

her deck. 

 

Story and Photo’s by Sarah Boyd 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet 
for prayer 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday   
School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
Service                                       
5:00 p.m. Choir             
Practice 
6:00 p.m. Sunday Night 
Activities            
 

 
 

1 
10:00 a.m. Sun-
shine Sisters Meet 
@ CCARP 
 

7:55 a.m. 
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Fellowship Dixie 
Diner 

2 3 4 
Women’s              
Ministry 
Retreat 
 

5 
109th Annual 
Meeting for 
Women’s   
Ministry 

6 

9:15 a.m.              
Bagels for                  
Birthday’s 
 
Kirkin ‘O Tartan 
No Sunday Night 
Activities (Adults) 
Children’s Play 
Practice 

7 
5:30 a.m. 
Salvation  
Army 
Breakfast 

8 

6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

9 
7:00 p.m. 
Deacon’s  
Meeting 

10 
 

11 

 

12 
 

13 
9:45 a.m.  
Jubilee               
Birthday            
Celebration 
Shoe Box            
Dedication 

14 
 
 
 

15 

6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

16 
 

17 
7:00 p.m. 
Session 
Meeting 

18 19 
 

20 
 
 

21 

 

22 

6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 
 
 

23 
 

24 
Thanksgiving  

Breakfast 
 

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

25 
 

 

26 
 

 

27 

               
                

28 29 
6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

30    
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