
Pastor’s Page      
  What is a Christian?  This sounds like an easy question but you might be surprised at the variety of responses: 
“someone who follows Christ,” “someone who lives a moral life,” “someone who is a church member,” “anyone who 
claims to be one,” “someone who follows the teachings of Christ,” “someone who makes a decision to be a Chris-
tian,” etc.  These statements may in fact describe someone who seems to be a true Christian but they do not                   
correctly answer the question.   

 

Before I was called into the ministry a very godly friend asked me to pray that his teenage son would become 
a Christian.  What made the request odd was that his son was very active in church, was respectful, polite, and had 
friends who met the same description.  I asked the man why he thought his son was not a Christian.  His answer was 
that he did not see the fruit of repentance in his son.  In other words, his son did not show a true godly sorrow for his 
sins and turn from them.  There was no “fruit worthy of repentance” (Luke 3:8) as John the Baptist said there must be 
in a true Christian.  Jesus said, “you will know them by their fruits” (Matt. 7:20). 

 

The Bible teaches that one must have two things to become a Christian, repentance and saving faith.  The 
teenage son claimed to have saving faith but he showed no proof of repentance.  However, the Bible states that we 
must have both to be truly saved; we either truly have both or we truly have neither.  My friend (the boy’s father) 
knew this and therefore, could not rest until he knew his son had both saving faith and repentance.  What is saving 
faith?  It goes beyond mere logical belief in truth.  James wrote that even demons have logical belief – “You believe 
that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that- and shudder” (James 2.19).  True saving faith is a gift 
from God that results in one believing in Jesus as Lord with all their heart and trusting in Him alone for salvation.  
Such saving faith is evidenced by genuine repentance (Luke 3:8).  A bona fide Christian has been “born of the                   
Spirit”/“born again” and has therefore “entered the kingdom of God” (John 3:5-7).  A true Christian is “new creature; 
the old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Cor. 5:17).  

 

My friend and I prayed for his son.  About a year later I saw my friend and he was so excited to tell me that 
his son had been led to Christ while away on a summer trip!  His son showed true fruit of repentance for the first time 
and it was clear that he was a “new creature” in Christ.  We were both elated! 

 

Why do I bring this up?  Because if we do not have a Biblical view of a Christian we will inevitably fall into 
much further error in the church - the case with many churches today.  If you want to poison the entire Catawba                 
River, where would you put the poison into the river?  At the source – up in the mountains where it will then flow 
downstream and pollute the entire water system.  Satan will poison the church at the most opportune point.  An                      
unbiblical view of a Christian flows downstream and pollutes the entire church.  Unbelievers are admitted as                  
members, eventually become church leaders who admit other unbelievers, and then fulfill Jesus words, “They are 
blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch” (Matt. 15:14).  This is what               
happened to the Pharisees in Jesus’ time and is happening often today. 

 

We are not to judge others or “play god” with regard to someone being a bona fide Christian – after all we 
cannot see into someone’s soul.  However, we are not to avoid being fruit inspectors either (Matt. 12:33).  Neither 
approach is actually loving another person’s soul.  I guarantee that my friend’s son is glad that his father didn’t just 
“assume” he was a Christian – sadly, what is often the case.  What we can do is be “fruit inspectors” (Matt. 12:33).  
First, we must inspect our own fruit.  Have I received Jesus by faith and do I rest upon Him alone for salvation?  Do I 
have a true godly sorrow for my sins (well beyond simply getting “caught”) and deeply feel Christ’s mercy and am I 
turning away from sinful habits to godly habits?  Once we inspect our own fruit and ensure we are indeed truly Chris-
tians we must, out of love, be honest fruit inspectors of others.  After all, this is exactly what Jesus did.  This can be 
difficult, especially with family and friends, but it is the truly loving thing to do.  Commit to persevere in prayer for 
those you have questions about, share the gospel with them, and be encouraged that God “desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). 

 

Lovingly in Christ, 

Pastor Fowler 
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What is Faith-Promise giving? 
It is a way of encouraging believers to become more sacrificially involved in                  
giving to the church’s missions program. The believer looks to the Lord in faith, 
asking how much He would have the believer give; then promises to give as the 
Lord directs. Our Faith Promise gifts enable us, as a church family, to  increase 
our giving to missions while increasing our faith in the Lord’s provision for                        
missions.                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                       

What is the relationship between the Faith Promise plan and the giving of regular offerings?                                
Faith Promise giving is “over and above” giving to the budgeted needs and commitments of the church. Regular tithes 
and offerings look to and depend on a stated income. Faith Promise looks directly to God, asking in effect, “How much 
can I trust God to give through me?” This offers God a channel through which He can pour limitless amounts into His 
work of missions regardless of whether His children have little or much.                                                                                     

Are Faith Promises pledges?                                                                                                                                                            
No, Faith promises are not pledges. A pledge is usually considered to be a legal and obligatory signed 
contract. A Faith Promise is between you and God alone. Commitment cards are filled out with the 
amount you are trusting God to supply but are not signed and no individual’s name is associated. You 
will not be billed for the amount. It releases from legalism and concentrates on God’s faithfulness in 
providing the promised amount.                                                                                                                      

How do you arrive at your Faith Promise amount?                                                                                                       
Pray for guidance as an individual or couple concerning the amount you should trust God to supply. It is a faith                      
building-stretching exercise that looks to God to provide in unexpected and innovative ways.                                                         
Make your commitment by indicating the amount on Faith Promise cards provided by the church.                                                      
Be honest in identifying money God brings your way during the year. If God supplies it, give it. If God does not supply, 
do not give.                                                    

How does God give you the money to make your Faith Promise gifts?                            

He may lead you to do something extra or special to earn the money in addition to your 
regular salary. He may bring money to you in unexpected or miraculous ways such as a 
bonus, raise, gift, etc. He may lead you to give on a regular basis a portion of your Faith 
Promise total with the confidence that by the end of the twelve months the Lord will 
have provided that amount over and above your expected income. Faith Promise     

money could be made available to the Lord by adjustments in your lifestyle or standard of living.                                                                          

How will your Faith Promise gifts be used?                         
The session has authorized this giving and asked the Missions Committee to submit recommendations to them as to  
how Faith Promise gifts are to be invested in the support of various ministries. Included could be existing foreign and 
home missionary needs as well as for members of Crowders Creek who desire a missions experience. One hundred  
percent of the Faith Promise gifts will be used in these ways and will be separate in the existing designated Faith 
Promise fund.                                                                                               

What does the Bible say?                                                                                                                                 
“Now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe 
trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they 
were able, and even beyond their ability.” II Corinthians 8:1-3 

-The Macedonian Christians demonstrated rich generosity, even though they were in extreme poverty. 
-They gave joyfully. 
-They gave beyond their ability, and begged for the privilege. 
-They first gave themselves to the Lord which made giving money easy. 
-Paul goes on to teach about faith giving: 
 Decide in advance what you will give (9:5). 
 Give cheerfully, not grudgingly, or under compulsion. 
 Each person decides within his own heart what to give (9:7). 
 God will meet your needs, so we can give faithfully and happily (9:8). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

September 2 Andy & Phayvanh Welborn 

September 9    Bruce & Becky Nelson 

September 13  Doug & Wanda Cooper 

September 19  Gavin & Ashley Bell  

 

September  1   Phayvanh Welborn 

September  2 Ron Millar 

September  4 Richard Anderson 

September  5 Cheryl Cook 

September  6 Roger Brown 

September  7 Kelly Hogue 

September  7 Steven Roach 

September 11 Becky Nelson 

September 11 Susannah Roach 

September 13 Lauren Elliotte 

September 14 Laura Jones Blakely 

September 15 Jimmy Carter 

September 21 Jordan Clarke 

September 21 Diane Roof 

September 22 Jacob Mauney 

September 25 Gloria Stewart 

September 27 Zach Ferguson 

September 27 Amanda Roach 

September 28 John Oates 

 

Can You Find Jesus? 

We all seek Jesus each and every day, in prayer, in the scripture, in the 
spoken word.  Now we present you with an exercise to keep your mind 
sharp and draw your attention to each and every article brought to you 
in this newsletter.  Find the hidden image of Jesus on these pages and 
let the church office know.  We will list those who have in our next 
issue. 
These folks found Jesus in the August issue of our newsletter:  Nancy 
Roach, Rob Elliotte, Ethel Mauney, & Rhett Clarke. 

1st Bagels For Birthdays     September 4 

Ladies Bible Study Begins    September 6 

Sunshine Sisters Meeting    September 6 

Missions Conference     September 10-11 

Sunday Night Activities Resume  September 11 

Deacon’s Meeting      September 14 

Women’s Ministry Meeting   September 18 

Communion        September 18 

HARPS         September 22 

Session Meeting       September 22 

High School Retreat      September 23-25 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Do You Need Balance In Your Life?  
 

Pam Bryson, the guest speaker at the next HARPS 
meeting, will be telling us of some exercises that will 
help us gain better balance and that is hoped, will 
help prevent falls. 
 

Please bring a friend and join us on Wednesday                   
September 21st at 11:30 a.m. for a covered dish lunch 
and great information. 
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Read through the Bible in 1 Year! 

SEPTEMBER      

Something new 

  Sep-1 Ezekiel 1-4 

  Sep-2 Ezekiel 5-9 

  Sep-3 Ezekiel 10-13 

  Sep-4 Ezekiel 14-16 

  Sep-5 Ezekiel 17-19 

  Sep-6 Ezekiel 20-21 

  Sep-7 Ezekiel 22-24 

  Sep-8 Ezekiel 25-28 

  Sep-9 Ezekiel 29-32 

  Sep-10 Ezekiel 33-36 

  Sep-11 Ezekiel 37-39 

  Sep-12 Ezekiel 40-42 

  Sep-13 Ezekiel 43-45 

  Sep-14 Ezekiel 46-48 

Lions & visions 

  Sep-15 Daniel 1-3 

  Sep-16 Daniel 4-6 

  Sep-17 Daniel 7-9 

  Sep-18 Daniel 10-12 

The minor prophets 

  Sep-19 Hosea 1-6 

  Sep-20 Hosea 7-14 

  Sep-21 Joel 1-3 

  Sep-22 Amos 1-5 

  Sep-23 Amos 6-Obadiah 1 

  Sep-24 Jonah 1-4 

  Sep-25 Micah 1-7 

  Sep-26 Nahum 1-Hab. 3 

  Sep-27 Zephaniah 1-Haggai 2 

  Sep-28 Zechariah 1-7 

  Sep-29 Zechariah 8-14 

  Sep-30 Malachi 1-4 

Great Tips for reading through the Bible: 

READ...the passage for the day, listening closely for what God is saying. 

EXPLORE...what the Bible has to say by asking questions. 

ACT...on the truth by finding one thing you can Do. 

PRAY...the verses you have just read back to God. 

 

 

Dear CCARP, 

Thank you for everything you’ve done                                                   

for me over the years. The graduation lunch was                        

wonderful and I enjoyed a time of fellowship with you all 

as I do every Sunday. Your thoughts and prayers are 

very much appreciated, as is the constant kindness 

you’ve shown me. I can’t wait to come home from Chapel 

Hill and see you all again soon! Thank you again for 

everything.                                                                                   

      God Bless, Caroline Styers 

Children’s Ministry for September 

                  Nursery          Children’s Church 

Sept 4 Amy Mistry & Ava Mauney 
Andy & Phayvanh 

Welborn 

Sept 11 
Dana Fowler &                  
Wanda Cooper 

Felix & Michelle Alpizar 

Sept 18 Rick & Chris Oates David & Ginny Styers 

Sept 25 Martin & Allison Moses No Children’s Church 

 

Committee Meetings 

All Committee Meetings are open to any member who would like to attend 

and, in most cases, any member can serve on any of the committees by simply 

stating their desire to do so.  It is our intention to post notices of meetings in 

advance in the bulletin and/or newsletter.  If you would like to serve on a 

committee but are not sure which committee you may be best suited for, either 

visit the meetings of several different committees, speak with Rev. Fowler or 

talk with any of the committee chairpersons. 

09/04 Addison Key 

09/11 Ethan Mistry 

09/18 Lisa Welborn 

09/25 Jonathan Alpizar 

Acolyte Schedule 



 

“FEAR TO FAITH”                                                                                                             

Crowders Creek ARP is excited to be hosting a Missions Conference this year! The theme “Fear to Faith”                               

featuring Andy Howard involves reaching Muslims with the love of Christ.   

Andy and Nannette Howard have served with World Witness since 1994.  During an 11-year mission to Russia, Andy served 

in church-planter training and leadership development, while also working as team leader for the Moscow Alliance Team. 

From 2005 – 2007, the Howards served in Wales, with the Pontypridd Christian Concern, developing and implementing                  

prevention programs, with other church-based initiatives targeting social problems in south Wales. In 2009, the Howards    

began working in Pakistan, where Andy manages the ARP Mission and staff, the ARP Mission Schools and Hostel, ensuring                         

development and fiscal integrity for all non-hospital programs. 

Judy Buis will be sharing her visit to Rwanda with the children on Sunday.  Judy Buis was selected as a Jubilee Birthday Lady in 
2007. In January 2008, she was commissioned for service as a World Witness missionary in partnership with Child Evangelism 
Fellowship of Britain. She served in Glasgow, Scotland, as ministry developer with CEF. Judy helped to facilitate a stronger 
outreach ministry to children. Her focus included teaching nationals how to evangelize, helping church staff establish disciple-
ship and evangelism programs, and working with college interns during short-term mission trips. 

She has served as a volunteer Good News Club Coordinator for York County Child Evangelism Fellowship and was a teacher/
trainer in Evangelism Explosion. Her cross-cultural experience has covered Saint Lucia, Romania, Pakistan, Moscow and a year 
in the Ukraine under CoMission. 

Judy left Scotland in 2013, returning to Rock Hill, SC, where she is a member at Ebenezer ARP Church. She continues to serve 
as a Volunteer in Missions with World Witness.  

 

Saturday 

        5:00 p.m. Covered Dish Dinner 

        6:30 p.m. Program with Andy Howard in the Sanctuary 

 

Sunday 

        9:45 a.m. Combined Sunday School in the Sanctuary 

        9:45 a.m. Judy Buis Rwanda Presentation for the children. 

           11:00 a.m. Worship Service - Andy Howard preaching 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Recent Memorials 

 Ethel Mauney gave to the Cemetery Fund in memory of Bob Hanna. 

 Paul & Dot Ham gave to the Memorial Fund in memory of Bob Hanna. 

 Charles & Ann Ferguson gave to the Memorial Fund in memory of Bob  Hanna. 

 Ruby Hanna gave to the Memorial Fund in memory of Bob Hanna. 

 Cathy & Bill Best gave to the Cemetery Endowment Fund in memory of Bob Hanna. 

 Crowders Creek ARP Church gave to the Cemetery Fund in memory of Bob Hanna. 

 Jack, Margaret & Will Grier gave to the Memorial Fund in memory of Mildred Oates. 

 Joann Grier gave to the Memorial Fund in memory of Mildred Oates. 

 HARPS gave to the Cemetery Fund in memory of Mildred Oates. 

 Ruby Hanna gave to the Memorial Fund in memory of Mildred Oates. 

 Charles & Ann Ferguson gave to the Memorial fund in memory of Mildred Oates. 

 John & Eloise Pickwell gave to the Memorial Fund in memory of Mildred Oates. 

 Crowders Creek ARP Church gave to the Cemetery Endowment Fund in memory of Mildred Oates. 

 Roy & Catherine Cloninger gave to the Memorial Fund in memory of Mildred Oates. 

 

Have you ever  

wondered what the 

book of                             

Hebrews is all about? 

Join us this fall to find out!  

We will be meeting on  Tuesday’s at 6:45p.m. at 

the home of Marilyn Brooks (Gastonia). This will 

be a year long study going through fall and spring. 

Our first meeting will be on September 6th. 

For more information please contact Marilyn 

Brooks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

September is CAM month at Crowders 
Creek. We will be collecting food for the 

CAM Pantry as well as financial donations 
through the month of September. CAM                       

relies on financial and food support from 
the faith community.  There are brochures 

available in the vestibule with more                       
information and different ways you can 

help this organization. 



 
 

Sunday Morning Attendance 
 

  August  7        88                                            

  August 14          Bonclarken                                          

  August 21  81                           

  August 28     88                                   

       

2016 Budget Calls For: 

$204,142.00 
 

Need through Week 34 

$133,477.54 
Actual through Week 34 

$139,380.97 
 

The Outreach Committee will be holding a Back to School Supply Drive. 

Back to school can be very expensive between all the necessary supplies, 
fees, clothing etc. Crowders Creek ARP would like  to help our local                     
community and schools by providing them with supplies that are needed. 

Common items on most list are #2 Pencils, crayons, markers, colored               
pencils, pencil sharpeners, cap erasers, high lighters, glue sticks, scissors, 
notebook paper, marble composition books, earbuds or headphones, back-
packs and more. Many local stores have copies of the supply list for each 
grade. 

Please bring your items to CCARP. We will have a bin in the vestibule to  
collect them in.  The Outreach Committee will distribute the supplies to 
schools in September. 

 

 

 

 

   

To: Crowders Creek ARP Church                                                                                  

Special Thanks for all that brought food for our family. To all that came 

to Bob’s visitation and funeral I thank you so much. All the cards & 

phone calls are getting me through this sad time in my life. Special 

thanks for all the memorials.                                                                                    

Thank you for your Friendship and Kindness. 

Prayerfully,                                                                                                                 

Ruby Ann Hanna & Family 

I want to thank you will all my heart for the money you gave me for 

playing for the Sunday night hymn sing/Bible study program. That 

was such an act of kindness and love that you did for me. I see in the 

weekly bulletins how you are so involved in so many activities for all ag-

es doing God’s work. God has blessed and strengthened you. I will al-

ways pray for Crowders Creek Church.                                                                          

Sincerely,                                                                                                                   

Carolyn Rhyne 

We want to celebrate! On Sunday 

September 4th we will have our 

very first Bagels For Birthday’s! So if 

you have a Birthday in September 

please plan to join us at 9:15 in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

We will have Bagels For Birthday’s 

the first Sunday of each month at 

9:15. 



Just a reminder the Women’s Ministry Meeting for September 

will be held on September 18th immediately following the 

service. The offerings for the month of September will be the 

“Thank” offering and our regular offering. Bess Burghen will 

be speaking and a light lunch will be provided. All ladies are 

invited to attend.  

 

Women’s Ministry Schedule   

Tuesday Nights 6:45 p.m.—Women’s 

Bible Study at the home of Marilyn 

Brooks. 

 

 

 

 

The Sunshine Sisters will meet                  

at 2:00 p.m. at the home of                       

Bess Burghen. 

 

Please prayerfully consider attending the Women’s Retreat and volunteering for the Annual 

Meeting.  We are responsible for the hosting of the meeting and need many volunteers to                

ensure that it is a success. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet 
for prayer 
 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
School 
 
11:00 a.m. Worship          
                   Service 
 

 
 

 
7:55 a.m. 
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Fellowship-
Dixie Diner 

 1 2 3 

4 

9:15 a.m.                
Bagels for 
Birthday’s 

5 
5:30 a.m. 
Salvation  
Army 
Breakfast 

6 

2:00 p.m. Sun-
shine  Sisters 
meet Bess 
Burghen 
 
6:45 p.m. Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

7 
 

8 
 

9 

 

10 
Missions  
Conference 

11 
Missions 
Conference 
 
Sunday Night 
Activities 
Begin 

12 
 
 
 

13 

6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

14 
7:00 p.m. 
Deacon’s  
Meeting 

15 
 

16 17 
 

18 
 

Communion 
 
Women’s  
Ministry  
Meeting 

19 

 

20 

6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

21 
11:30 HARPS 
Covered 
Lunch/
Special 
Speaker 

22 
7:00 p.m. 
Session 
Meeting 

23 
 
High School 

Retreat 

24 
 

High School 
Retreat 

25 

                     
                                     

26 27 
6:45 p.m.  
Women’s  
Bible Study 

28 29 30  

  Crowders Creek 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 
            SEPTEMBER 2016  


