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Have you noticed we have had some visitors recently?  True, most have been associated with some family in 

the church and that is great.  We are just like any other church - we are looking for visitors and we hope they will 

come back and possibly join the church.  What should we be doing when someone visits? 

Outreach North America, our ARP denomination group that helps churches improve, has published a         

brochure entitled “Helping Guests Connect with Your Church.”  I’ll leave some copies in the vestibule for you to 

pick up but I’ll highlight a few things below.  The brochure states that effective churches keep at least 16% of first 

time guests and 85% of second time guests.  From those numbers it is obvious that getting guests to return a second 

time is absolutely crucial.  What should we be doing so that they will return a second time and therefore increase the 

odds they will “stick” from 16% to 85%? 

First, the guests have to visit the first time.  The most natural (and effective) way to have new guests is to   

invite people you know.  Take a minute and really think: 

 

1. Who do I know that is inactive in church or unchurched? (– write down their names).  The fact is that  many                                         

   people claim a church membership but are largely inactive.  They are unhappy or not satisfied with their  

   church and simply haven’t started looking around and likely would be open if asked.   

 

2. Simply ask them, “Would you come visit my church with me some time?”  If they respond positively,     

       invite them this Sunday. 

 

Second, how they are interacted with on that first visit is crucial.  Before I was called into the ministry, Dana 

and I were looking for another church.  We visited several churches only once and only visited one church more than 

once.  Guess which church we joined? – yes, the one we visited the second time!  Why did we not return to the others 

for a second visit?  Largely, it was because very few people spoke to us before and after the service.   That’s all it 

was!  Some spoke to us and were friendly but not that many.  Most of them simply spoke to their church friends and 

paid us little regard.  The church we returned to and eventually joined had several people speaking to us before and 

after the service.  They didn’t mob us but a large portion of the church went out of their way to show us genuine love.  

They truly cared and were interested in us – not just as potential new members (people can tell the difference).  Then, 

we were invited over to someone’s house to eat lunch.   
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Looking back, I can see this church was intentional about how they treated visitors.  Smaller churches such 

as ours can get too focused on how we cannot provide the programs of the larger churches and, therefore, cannot at-

tract as many visitors.  That is true to the extent that we may not attract someone whose focus is on church programs.  

However, in an ever increasing impersonal world, people are still attracted by a personal touch.  In fact, a church that 

goes out of their way to love on visitors will now stand out more than ever.  So, what can we do? 

 

1. Be intentional about noticing who might be visiting.  Look around – be intentionally aware. 

2. If time allows before the service, briefly meet them and tell them how glad you are they are here. 

3. Be aware of the nervousness of visitors.  To them, it is a new order of service, new people, all new.   All 

      that is routine for us is new to them and they are aware that “everyone else knows what to do and I  don’t.”   

      They may be wondering if they are sitting in “someone’s spot.”  We can so easily forget how intimidating   

      being a new visitor can be.  The sooner this nervousness is squelched by loving “hellos” and “so glad you 

      joined us” the sooner they start feeling comfortable. 

4. Pray for the visitors and the church - that the visitors would feel the love of Jesus from us that day. 

5. If you could not meet them before the service, be intentional about meeting them afterwards.  Invite    

      them to attend Sunday evening and/or next Sunday or to a church event that might be upcoming. 

6. Consider inviting them over for lunch – even if it is just a sandwich.  Let’s not be concerned about our   

      homes being a showplace and simply focus on showing Jesus’ love to them.  

 

With God’s help, let’s be intentional about inviting visitors and loving on them; this is within our control.  

Whether or not they visit or return again is in God’s hands.  Leviticus 19:34 says, “The stranger who resides with 

you shall be to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of 

Egypt; I am the LORD your God.” 

 

 
 
Lovingly in Christ, 

Pastor Fowler 



July  7   Fali & Amy Mistry 

July 10   Jimmy & Hope Mauney 

July 13   Rob & Karen Elliotte 

July 20   David & Marilyn Brooks 

 

July 3  Lilianna Alpizar                        

July 11  Jean Love 

July 12  Gavin Bell 

July 13  Avalin Mauney 

July 13  Jimmy Mauney 

July 15  Pat Carter 

July 17  Nancy Jones 

July 17  Laura Mauney 

July 20  Jacqueline Hembree 

July 21  Gabrielle Cater 

July 25  Alfred Stowe 

July 25   Gene Simpson 

July 28  David Styers 

July 29  Amy Mistry 

July 29  Chris Owenby 

July 29   Rebecca Sweeten 

July 30  Kristy Best 

July 31  Kimberly Ferguson 

           HARPS                                                                    

HARPS will not meet in July or 

August. Meetings will resume in 

September with a covered dish 

meal in the fellowship hall. 

 

Can You Find Jesus? 

We all seek Jesus each and every day, in prayer, in the scripture, in 
the spoken word.  Now we present you with an exercise to keep 
your mind sharp and draw your attention to each and every article 
brought to you in this newsletter.  Find the hidden image of Jesus on 
these pages and let the church office know.  We will list those who 
have in our next issue. 
 
These folks found Jesus in the June issue of our newsletter:  Rhett 
Clarke. 
 

 

CROWDERS CREEK ARP 

BONCLARKEN WEEKEND 

AUGUST 12-14 

Appalachia        July 2-8 

Sunshine Sisters to meet    July 5 

Deacon’s Meeting      July 13 

Bonclarken Music Conference   July 10-15 

Session Meeting       July 21 

Bonclarken Family Bible Conference July 25-28 

Fifth Sunday Covered Lunch   July 31 

Women’s Ministry Meeting   August 7  

Bonclarken Weekend     August 12-14 

 

Each year in August, Crowders Creek ARP Church has the opportunity to hold a church-

wide weekend at the Bonclarken Conference Center in Flat Rock, NC (Hendersonville).  

We will have lots of fun, fellowship and worship. This is a wonderful time to get together 

as a church family. Since a worship service will be held at Bonclarken, we will not have 

church services at Crowders Creek on Sunday, August 14th. For those who wish to go up 

for just the day on Sunday and are unable to drive, we will provide transportation in the 

church van. 

A complete informational packet is available through the church office. The floor plans of 

the various rooms/apartments/camp sites are displayed in the church vestibule.  All     

reservation requests will be handled by Gene & Nancy Jones. 



Read through the Bible in 1 Year!       

JULY  

Jul-1 Psalms 36-39 

Jul-2 Psalms 40-45 

Jul-3 Psalms 46-51 

Jul-4 Psalms 52-59 

Jul-5 Psalms 60-66 

Jul-6 Psalms 67-71 

Jul-7 Psalms 72-77 

Jul-8 Psalms 78-80 

Jul-9 Psalms 81-87 

Jul-10 Psalms 88-91 

Jul-11 Psalms 92-100 

Jul-12 Psalms 101-105 

Jul-13 Psalms 106-107 

Jul-14 Psalms 108-118 

Jul-15 Psalms 119 

Jul-16 Psalms 120-131 

Jul-17 Psalms 132-138 

Jul-18 Psalms 139-143 

Jul-19 Psalms 144-150                          

Wisdom for life 

Jul-20 Proverbs 1-3 

Jul-21 Proverbs 4-7 

Jul-22 Proverbs 8-11 

Jul-23 Proverbs 12-15 

Jul-24 Proverbs 16-19 

Jul-25 Proverbs 20-22 

Jul-26 Proverbs 23-26 

Jul-27 Proverbs 27-31 

Jul-28 Ecclesiastes 1-4 

Jul-29 Ecclesiastes 5-8 

Jul-30 Ecclesiastes 9-12 

Jul-31 Song of Sol. 1-8 

Great Tips for reading through the Bible: 

READ...the passage for the day, listening closely for what God is saying. 

EXPLORE...what the Bible has to say by asking questions. 

ACT...on the truth by finding one thing you can Do. 

PRAY...the verses you have just read back to God. 

 

 

To: Crowders Creek ARP Church  

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to my Church Family for your prayers, card and 

visits during my recent hospital stay and rehab. My prayer, is 

that, I will soon be able to once again, worship with all of you!   

To God Be The Glory ~ Charles Ferguson 

 

Children’s Ministry for July 

                  Nursery          Children’s Church 

July 3 
Laurie & James 

Murphy 

Ava Mauney & Amy 
Mistry 

July 10 Martin & Allison Moses 
Andy & Phayvanh 

Welborn 

July 17 Rick & Chris Oates Felix & Michelle Alpizar 

July 24 Gavin & Ashley Bell No Children’s Church 

July 31 Felix & Michelle Alpizar No Children’s Church 

 

The days that we have listed “No Children’s Church” are days that 

were not signed up for. If you are available and would like to           

volunteer those days please contact the church office.  

Thank You for serving the children at Crowders Creek ARP Church! 

 

07/03 Adrianna Cooper 

07/10 Nathan Davidson 

07/17 Addison Key 

07/24 Ethan Mistry 

07/31 Lisa Welborn 

Acolyte Schedule 



Choir Gathering 

 

On the evening of Sunday, May 

29th, the Adult Choir gathered at 

the home of Doug and Nancy 

Roach for a cook-out. 

 

 

GRADUATION SUNDAY 

On Sunday, May 29th Crowders Creek ARP celebrated its 

graduates, Caroline Styers and Jordan Clarke.  

    Photo and story by Sarah Boyd 



 

 
 

SUMMER SEAQUEST VBS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Sunday Morning Attendance 

 

  June  5     72                     

  June 12   81         

  June 19   73                         

  June 26       82                             

2016 Budget Calls For: 

$204,142.00 
 

Need through Week 25 

$98,145.25 
Actual through Week 25 

$101,869.39 

ENROLL NOW FOR  

PRESCHOOL! 

PRE– REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

A message from our friends over at PISGAH ARP…     

Mrs. Louise Jimison is the new director at Pisgah Weekday School. She is 

retired from Gaston College where she served as director of the Daycare 

department for 17 years. 

She has extended an invitation to Crowders Creek ARP parents that desire 

a Christian environment for their children’s education at an affordable 

cost. 

Their curriculum is designed to build self-esteem and stimulate curiosity, 
creativity and a love of learning in each child. Daily devotionals, art, music, 
science, math, motor development and more!  

The program will begin in the fall and is for ages two - five. Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon. 

You can reach Mrs. Jimison at 704-865-7611 ext. 5 

 



 

 

Just a reminder the Women’s Ministry Meeting for August will be held 

on the 1st Sunday of the month. The following Sunday will be 

Bonclarken weekend and our church services will be held there. 

 

A big THANK YOU to all of you that                       

volunteered with VBS this year! We could not 

have done it without you! 

Women’s Ministry Schedule  

There will not be a Women’s Ministry 

meeting for July. 

Thursday Night Bible Study will resume 

in the fall. 

 

The Sunshine Sisters will meet for lunch 

at the home of Barbara Moses on July 

5th at 12 p.m. All ladies are welcome to 

join us! 

MORE VBS FUN!!! 

            VBS Pictures by Ashley Bell 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet 
for prayer 
 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
School 
 
11:00 a.m. Worship          
                   Service 
 

 
  

7:55 a.m. 
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Fellowship-
home of Mike 
Moses 

  1 2 

3 

 

4 
5:30 a.m. 
Salvation  
Army 
Breakfast 
 

5 

12:00 p.m. 
Sunshine      
Sisters meet 
for lunch at 
the home of 
Barbara Moses 

6 
 
 

7 
 

8 9 
 

10 
 

11 
 
 
 

12 

7:55 a.m. 
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Fellowship-
Dixie Diner 

13 
7:00 p.m. 
Deacon’s  
Meeting 

14 
 

15 16 
 

17 
 

 

18 

 

19 

7:55 a.m. 
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Fellowship-
Dixie Diner 

20 
 

21 
7:00 p.m. 
Session 
Meeting 

22 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 

 
                    5th  
              Sunday     
            Covered  
               Lunch  
 

  31                                    

25 26 
7:55 a.m. 
Men’s  
Breakfast  
Fellowship-
Dixie Diner 

27 28 29 30 
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