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In 2009 CNN.com published an article from Parenting Magazine titled, “Boys will be boys, girls will be girls from 
birth.”  I remember being somewhat surprised that such a “discovery” would help sell a magazine.  The article, writ-
ten by a mother who is also a psychologist, concludes that gender differences are truly real from birth and that she 
never really believed it until she had a son and a daughter and observed their differences from birth. 
 A lot has changed since 2009.  The last few months we have seen the news somewhat dominated by the 
transgender bathroom issue that began in neighboring Charlotte.  Some claim that gender is decided simply by a deci-
sion and changing one’s gender is simply a decision.  The issue has expanded into a national issue with lawsuits at 
the state and national government level.  What are Christians to make of all this? 
 As always, we begin by going back to God’s Word, the final authority on matters.  Different people will have dif-
ferent opinions on the matter and the issue will never gain full clarity if it stays in the realm of man’s opinion.  We 
must consult what God says since His say is the right say and the final say.  What does God say on the matter of gen-
der and how should we Christians respond to the issue? 
 First, Jesus Christ states in Mark 10:6 – “But from the beginning of creation, 'God made them male and female.'” 
Jesus quotes Genesis 1:27 and 5:1-2 where it is clearly stated that God “created” human beings in two different gen-
ders: 
  
 Genesis 1:27 - And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created  him; male and  female 
He created them… 
 Genesis 5:1-2 - In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him; Male and female  created 
he them. 
 
 Therefore, in several places the Bible clearly teaches that God “created”/“made” humans in two genders and He 
intentionally did so.  The CNN article says that “many of the [gender] differences we see are evident from birth, and 
may even be hardwired.”  That is a good way of summing up the Bible’s teaching on the matter.  We are “hardwired” 
as males and females from the time God made us as either a male or female.  Thus, gender “change” cannot occur in 
the eyes of God because only God could “rewire” us and He does not do any “rewiring” of gender. 
 The second issue is how should Christians respond to this issue?  Again, we get our answers from God through 
His Word.  First, we must be loving toward transgender people and those that support gender “change”: Rom. 13:10 – 
“Love does no wrong to its neighbor.”  If we are not kind why would they want to hear the truth from us?  We must 
not look down on them or bad talk them or turn a cold shoulder to them.  Remember Paul’s admonition to the Corin-
thians – “And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11).  They need the grace of Jesus Christ just as we do 
and we must never forget that it is only by God’s grace that we are where we are.  Second, we must “speak the truth 
in love” (Eph. 4:15) to them.  The truth is that God made them male or female at birth and God didn’t make a mis-
take!  The truth is that knowing the truth will set them truly free (John 8:32).  “Knowing the truth” includes knowing 
Jesus and Savior and then accepting His Word as the final truth on the matter.   They can be “set free” just like any 
other sinner.  Third, we should pray for all who don’t hold the Biblical view on the matter.  Pray for God “to open 
their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith…(Acts 26:18).”  Ultimately, only the Lord 
can change hearts on the matter.  Thankfully, we have a Lord that can and does change hearts.  Lastly, Christians are 
citizens and can use their legal rights as citizens to make their voices heard – in a way that gives glory to God. 
  

Lovingly in Christ, 
 
 

Pastor Fowler 
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Frequently asked questions about flowers for the worship service: 
 

1.  Why do we use live flowers instead of an artificial arrangement?  We used artificial arrangements for 

many years, but at the request of a pastor, several members accepted responsibility for having live flowers 

or plants in the sanctuary most Sundays.  Not only was it a beautiful tribute to creation, but it also gave the 

opportunity to honor loved ones. 

2. Where do the flowers come from?  This depends on the desire of the donor.  They can come from a flo-

rist, market, grocery store, or someone’s yard.  If you have something blooming in your yard that you’d like 

to offer -  just let Nancy Roach or Cathy Best know.  The same goes if you have a blooming plant or hanging 

basket that would look nice.  There doesn’t need to be a special occasion or honoree.   

3. How much does it cost?  This can vary widely depending on what is available and if you are looking for 

something special.   Most of the year there are flowers available for the picking and the cost is very little or 

nothing.   If supplemented with flowers from the grocery store, the cost of a large arrangement can range 

$15-$20.  If more roses or specialty flowers are desired, the cost can reach $20-$30.  The cost is for materi-

als.  Arranging is provided at no charge.  If you choose to purchase or arrange the flower yourself, then the 

cost would be up to you.  After the service, you may take them home. 

4. What if someone else chooses the date that I wanted to honor someone?  It is possible to have two      

arrangements in the sanctuary (one on either side of the pulpit); however, it is preferable to have you 

choose another date. 

5. What happens for the Sundays that no one signs up for?  Nancy and Cathy alternate months to be         

responsible for either assisting those who sign up, or providing something themselves.  Those are the times 

that it is especially helpful if you just have plants or flowers that you’d like to make available!  Although we 

try hard to cover every Sunday, if we have to skip one occasionally – don’t be alarmed. 

6. What about holidays?  We traditionally have a palm on Palm Sunday and a lily on Easter.  Poinsettias are 

used during Advent.  If you’d like to help with these, you may.  Otherwise, the committee provides those.  

All other Sundays are available. 

7. How do I sign up?  Put your name beside the date you want on the flower calendar in the vestibule.  Let 

Nancy or Cathy know if you will be providing the arrangement, or want them to prepare them for you.  Let 

the church secretary know how you want the announcement worded for the bulletin.   

 

If you have questions or suggestions, we’d love to hear from you!  Contact: 

Cathy Best (704) 718-1926 or cbest10@carolina.rr.com 

Nancy Roach (704) 616-8503 or nroach@gastonchristian.org 

 

 



June 7  Chris & Carolyn Champion 

June 8  Jack & Margaret Grier 

June 27  Jim & Nora McLurkin  

June 1  Meredith Weksler 

June 4   Robin Ferguson 

June 6  Betty Barnes 

June 6   Henry Roach 

June 7  Ashley Bell                    

June 9  Ruby Ann Hanna                           

June 12  David Hardy                                     

June 14 Lisa Jones                                          

June 16 Ethan Mistry                                      

June 18 Suzi Cox                                            

June 27     Andrew Welborn                              

June 29 Carolyn Adams                                         

June 30    Hope Mauney 

  

Can You Find Jesus? 

We all seek Jesus each and every day, in prayer, in the scripture, in 
the spoken word.  Now we present you with an exercise to keep 
your mind sharp and draw your attention to each and every article 
brought to you in this newsletter.  Find the hidden image of Jesus on 
these pages and let the church office know.  We will list those who 
have in our next issue. 
 
These folks found Jesus in the May issue of our newsletter:  Rob 
Elliotte. 
 

 

June 20th-June 23rd 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.                                                                              

There will be food, lessons, crafts, games and more. 

Join us for a fun and exciting adventure on the high 

seas!  

Salvation Army Breakfast   June 6 

Synod         June7-9 

Sunshine Sisters visitation/lunch June 7 

Women’s Ministry Meeting  June 12 

Seaquest VBS       June 20-23(Evenings) 

Men’s Fellowship Outing   June 14 

Quest         June 13-18 

Horizon        June 20-25 

Appalachia       July 2-8 

Bonclarken Music Conference  July 10-15 

Family Bible Conference   July 25-28 



Read through the Bible in 1 Year! 

   JUNE                                      
Times of restoration                                           
  Jun-1 Ezra 1-2 

  Jun-2 Ezra 3-5 

  Jun-3 Ezra 6-7 

  Jun-4 Ezra 8-9 

  Jun-5 Ezra 10 

  Jun-6 Nehemiah 1-3 

  Jun-7 Nehemiah 4-6 

  Jun-8 Nehemiah 7-8 

  Jun-9 Nehemiah 9-10 

  Jun-10 Nehemiah 11-12 

  Jun-11 Nehemiah 13 

  Jun-12 Esther 1-3 

  Jun-13 Esther 4-7 

  Jun-14 Esther 8-10                              
God’s faithful servant                                     
  Jun-15 Job 1-4 

  Jun-16 Job 5-8 

  Jun-17 Job 9-12 

  Jun-18 Job 13-16 

  Jun-19 Job 17-20 

  Jun-20 Job 21-24 

  Jun-21 Job 25-29 

  Jun-22 Job 30-33 

  Jun-23 Job 34-37 

  Jun-24 Job 38-40                                              
  Jun-25 Job 41-42                                
Songs of praise                                                          
  Jun-26 Psalms 1-9 

  Jun-27 Psalms 10-17 

  Jun-28 Psalms 18-22                                             
  Jun-29 Psalms 23-30 

  Jun-30 Psalms 31-35 

Great Tips for reading through the Bible: 

READ...the passage for the day, listening closely for what God is saying. 

EXPLORE...what the Bible has to say by asking questions. 

ACT...on the truth by finding one thing you can Do. 

PRAY...the verses you have just read back to God. 

Men’s Fellowship Outing            
All the men of the church are invited to meet at 
The Captain’s Cap for dinner and fellowship  
together on Tuesday, June 14th at 6:30 p.m. 

In order to make the appropriate reservations 
with the restaurant please let the church office 
know by June 12th if you plan to attend. 

 



 

 
 

Women of CCARP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ABOVE: April 29-30th The Ladies Bible Study met at 

Bonclarken for a time of fellowship and Bible study. 

The retreat was enjoyed by all. 

 

BELOW: On Sunday, May 1st, the Women’s Ministries 

met after church for a meal and Bible study on James 

by Bess Burghen. 

Photo and story by Sarah Boyd 



COMMUNITY WIDE BBQ & SINGING 5/14/2016 



Sunday Morning Attendance 
 

  May 1      84                     

  May 8   68         

  May 15   74                         

  May 22         77                              

  May 29   84 

 

2016 Budget Calls For: 

$204,142.00 
 

Need through Week 21 

$82,442.01 
Actual through Week 21 

$84,221.61 

Third Sunday after Pentecost—June 5                                   
Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time / Proper 5                                                                                     
Semicontinuous           Complementary                                          
1 Kings 17:8-16 [17-24]     1 Kings 17:17-24                                  
Psalm 146             Psalm 30                                             
Galatians 1:11-24            Galatians 1:11-24                                                      
Luke 7:11-17           Luke 7 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost—June 12                                                    
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time / Proper 6                                                         
Semicontinuous       Complementary                                                            
1 Kings 21:1-10 [11-14] 15-21a   2 Samuel 11:26-12:10,13-15                                 
Psalm 5:1-8        Psalm 32                                                                   
Galatians 2:15-21       Galatians 2:15-21                                                                     
Luke 7:36-8:3        Luke 7:36-8:3 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost-June19                                   
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time/ Proper 7                            
Semicontinuous      Complementary                                
1 Kings 19:1-4[5-7] 8-15a    Isaiah 65:1-9                                   
Psalm 42 and 43      Psalm 22:19-28                             
Galatians 3:23-29      Galatians 5:1, 13-25                        

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost– June 26                                          
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time/ Proper 8                            
Semicontinuous      Complementary                          
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14     1Kings 19:15-16, 19-21               
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20     Psalm 16                                     
Galatians 5:1, 13-25      Galatians 5:1, 13-25                    
Luke 9:51-62       Luke 9:51-62         

 

JUNE 2016 Lectionary 
for Sundays and Festivals 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder to fill your baby         

bottles! We have set a goal to fill 75 

by Father’s Day! The empty bottles 

to fill are in the vestibule.   

This is an effort to support the Crisis             

Pregnancy Center here in our local 

area. 

Baby Bottle Blessings 

Campaign 

Caroline Styers will be graduating from Hunter  Huss High School. Her  senior  

year of high school Caroline won the SECU “People Helping People” scholarship, 

IB Senior of the Year, and the “Just Do It” sportsmanship award for athletics. She 

is also a candidate for the International Baccalaureate Diploma. 

Caroline will be attending The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in the 

fall and plans to major in biology( for pre-med) with the intentions to become a 

trauma surgeon.  

Jordan Clarke graduated this month from The University of Nor th Carolina 

at Chapel Hill with an English major. Jordan studied British and Southern Litera-

ture. He was a member of the Creative Writing Club. Jordan also still enjoys play-

ing the piano.                                                                                                                                         

Jordan hopes to work this summer as a legal assistant and will pursue a career in 

the legal field after attending law school. 



 

 

 

LADIES YOU ARE INVITED!                                                     

WHEN: SUNDAY JUNE 12TH 

We will have our meeting on Sunday June 12th. All women in the church 

are invited for a great time of fellowship and encouragement immediately 

after the church service. A light lunch will be provided.  

Our special offering for June is the Thank Offering which is used to sup-

plement the designated offerings in the ARP Women’s Ministry budget. 

 We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

To: The Ladies of Crowders Creek ARP  

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for your recent donation to the Bonclarken Gift 

Shop. The “Sweet for your Soul” bags of candy are a great idea. 

Thank you for continuing to support the Gift Shop. I hope you will 

come visit us in the near future. Again, thank you and God bless. 

Betty Kilpatrick and Joseph H. Sherer, Jr., President 

 

The Sunshine Sisters will meet at Crowders Creek Church on June 7th 

at 10 a.m. to visit George and Awilda Stowe at Stanley Total Living. 

Following our visit, we will have lunch at North Star Seafood restau-

rant in Dallas. All ladies are welcome to join us! 

Women’s Ministry Schedule 

2nd Sundays of the Month– Directly 

following church services. All are  

invited to attend. 

Thursday Night Bible Study will      

resume in the fall. 

DO YOU KEEP A     

PRAYER JOURNAL? 

Benefits of prayer journaling: 

 Prayer no matter what the form is 

always draws us closer to God. 

 Tracking prayer request for our-

selves and others by writing them 

down reminds us to actually pray. 

 Keeping a prayer journal encourages 

us to write down the praises. This is 

great to look back on all our an-

swered prayers! 

 A Prayer Journal becomes a  legacy 

to leave behind. A written testimony 

of God’s work in your life. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet 
for prayer 
 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday 
School 
 
11:00 a.m. Worship          
                   Service 
 
 

 
  

 
 

1 2 3 4 

5 

 

6 
5:30 a.m. 
Salvation Army 
Breakfast 
 

7 
10:00 a.m. 
Sunshine  
Sisters meet at 
CCARP  

8 
7:00 p.m. 
Deacon’s  
Meeting 
 
 

9 
 

10 11 
 

12 
12:00 p.m. 
Women’s  
Ministry 
Meeting  

13 
 
 
 

14 

6:30 p.m. 
Men’s Fellow-
ship Outing to 
Captain’s Cap 

15 
 

16 
7:00 p.m.      
Session      
Meeting 

17 18 
 

19 
 

HAPPY        
FATHER’S 
DAY!!! 

20 

VBS  
SUMMER 
SEAQUEST 
5:30-7:30 
 

21 

VBS  
SUMMER 
SEAQUEST 
5:30-7:30 

22 
VBS  
SUMMER 
SEAQUEST 
5:30-7:30 

23 
VBS  
SUMMER 
SEAQUEST 
5:30-7:30 

24 
 
 

25 
 
 

26 

 

27 28 29 30   
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