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Have you ever had a letdown after a big event?  As a kid, I remember the first day of school after sum-

mer break was often a big letdown.  The summer was filled with fun but the sobering reality of real life set in 
once school started back again; life went from a high point to more of a low point. 

 
This can be the case after Easter.  We celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ and all the unique hope 

that brings to us Christians.  We have the Maundy Thursday service, Sunrise service and regular 11:00 a.m. 
service.  Many of us then spend special time with families.  What a great time!  Then…Monday morning 
comes and the daily realities of life set in once again. 

 
I want to encourage you that such a “letdown” after Easter is not only not necessary, it is not Biblical.  

Excitement and encouragement about Jesus’ resurrection and the hope we Christians have because of it should 
not be limited to the time around Easter.  Why do I say that? 

 
The Apostle Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian Christians was “…that the eyes of your heart may be en-

lightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inher-
itance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in ac-
cordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him 
from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places” (Eph. 1:18-20).  Paul’s prayer essen-
tially is that the Ephesian Christians would experience the richness of the Christian life that is fully available to 
them (and us).  Paul explains that this abundant Christian life is made possible through the power of Christ liv-
ing within you (Gal. 2:20) – the same power that raised Jesus from the dead!  The word “power” in these vers-
es is the same root word for “dynamite.”  You have “Dynamite” power within you in the Holy Spirit and that 
same power that raised Jesus from the dead is the same power that helps us to walk in the light of the promises 
of the resurrection all throughout the year – not just around Easter!   

 
By the time you read this Easter will have passed.  Are you still experiencing the power of the resurrec-

tion life now that “normal life” has resumed?   This “resurrection life” is fully available to you throughout the 
year.  By God’s grace, may we tap into it every day, not just around Easter. 

 
 
 
Lovingly in Christ, 
 
 

Pastor Fowler 
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To: All Church Members at Crowders Creek ARP Church 
 
From: The Session 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
  As you may be aware, the Session has ultimate oversight of the church with their primary responsibility 
to oversee the spiritual health of the congregation.  Therefore, we have a special interest in the spiritual well-
being of the congregation as a whole and also each individual member – you!  We truly want to see everyone 
“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).  There are many 
ways the Session is to facilitate the spiritual wellbeing of the church.  One of those ways is to encourage fel-
lowship.  We want to specifically encourage your fellowship in the church. 
 
 Acts 2:42 states that the new Christians thriving in Jerusalem “were continually devoting themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  One of the four key empha-
ses given here for a healthy church is fellowship.  If we are to have a healthy church as these early Christians, 
we must be a church “continually devoted” to fellowship as they were.   
 
 Why is fellowship so important for your spiritual wellbeing and for the spiritual health of this church?  
The answer is in Hebrews 10:24-25 where every Christian in the church at Jerusalem was urged to “consider 
how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  Here we have 3 reasons 
highlighting the vital importance of church fellowship for you: 
 
1. Fellowship is vital for you to persevere and make progress in living out the Christian faith.  Actively living 
out our faith can be challenging and we all need someone else to “stir us up” (v. 24) when we get tired, down, 
or lax in our faith. This only can happen as we are together. 
 
2.  We all need encouragement which can include comfort, warning, or strengthening.  Daily life provides 
plenty of reasons to be discouraged so we all need such encouragement.  We can only “encourage one anoth-
er” (v. 25) by being together.  “Encourage one another and build up one another…” (1 Thess. 5:11). 
 
3. We need to frequently point each other to Christ, who ultimately is the source of our comfort, strength and 
encouragement.  Thus, Heb. 10:25 says that we need to remind each other that Christ is coming back, possi-
bly very soon.  Again, we have to be together to point each other to Jesus and His promises.   
 
 We pray you will view fellowship as not “optional” but see it as the Bible clearly teaches - vital to your 
personal health as a Christian and vital to the health of this church.  Ask yourself, “Where can I get more in-
volved?”  Come on Sundays for sure but take advantage of the other opportunities for fellowship: women’s 
circle, women’s Bible study on Thursday nights, men’s fellowship events, church Sunday lunches, special 
events such as the Chili cook-off and Fall Festival, HARPS (for any age!), Tuesday morning men’s breakfast 
– just to name a few.  Maybe you have other ideas for fellowship.  Please share them with us.   
 
 By God’s grace, may we all commit to fellowship at Crowders Creek.  “What we have seen and heard we 
proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Fa-
ther, and with His Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). 
 
        Your servants in Christ, 
 
 
        The Session 



April  6  Alfred & Susan Stowe 
 

April  6  Christopher & Jo Wiker 
 

April 19 Daniel & Karen Knight 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ADRIANNA HAYES! 

Little Miss Gastonia, Gaston County Queens 

Crowned For 2016 

BELMONT, N.C. - Thirty girls participated in the 2016 Little Miss  

Gastonia - Little Miss Gaston County Pageant held Sunday afternoon, 

February 28 at Stuart W. Cramer High School in Belmont.  It was the 

largest Little Miss Gastonia Pageant in five years. 

The winners will serve this year as members of the Little Miss     
Gastonia - Little Miss Gaston County queens court and participate in 
public appearances and community service projects.  For more infor-
mation, visit the Little Miss Gastonia Pageant page on Facebook. 
 

Tiny Miss Gaston County: Adrianna Hayes 

 

 
04/03  Steve Crawford                  

04/03 Stuart Fowler                     

04/03 Zackary Tscheiller              

04/07 Matthew Grigg                   

04/05 Melody Mauney                        

04/11   Nathan Davidson               

04/13 Phyllis Carter                     

04/13   Nelson Ferguson                     

04/13 Lisa Welborn                     

04/15  Berry Best                          

04/19 Jennifer Meadows               

04/20 Bob Grigg                          

04/21 Jimmy Moses                                          

04/22  Al Cox                                  

04/22   Tommy Davidson                              

04/25 Judy Ferguson                                  

04/26 Shirley Brown                                        

04/28 Karen Elliotte 

 
 Can You Find Jesus? 

We all seek Jesus each and every day, in prayer, in the scripture, in 
the spoken word.  Now we present you with an exercise to keep 
your mind sharp and draw your attention to each and every article 
brought to you in this newsletter.  Find the hidden image of Jesus on 
these pages and let the church office know.  We will list those who 
have in our next issue. 
 
These folks found Jesus in the March issue of our newsletter:   
Al Roof. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article reported in the LincolnHerald.net                                   

Photo courtesy of Wanda Cooper   

 



Read through the Bible in 1 Year! 

APRIL 

 From Samuel to David 
 
  Apr-1 I Samuel 1-3 
  Apr-2 I Samuel 4-7 
  Apr-3 I Samuel 8-11 
  Apr-4 I Samuel 12-14:23 
  Apr-5 I Samuel 14:24-16 
  Apr-6 I Samuel 17-18 
  Apr-7 I Samuel 19-21 
  Apr-8 I Samuel 22-24 
  Apr-9 I Samuel 25-27 
  Apr-10 I Samuel 28-31 
  Apr-11 II Samuel 1-2 
  Apr-12 II Samuel 3-5 
  Apr-13 II Samuel 6-9 
  Apr-14 II Samuel 10-12 
  Apr-15 II Samuel 13-14 
  Apr-16 II Samuel 15-16 
  Apr-17 II Samuel 17-18 
  Apr-18 II Samuel 19-20 
  Apr-19 II Samuel 21-22 
  Apr-20 II Samuel 23-24 
 
From Solomon to exile 
  Apr-21 I Kings 1-2:25 
  Apr-22 I Kings 2:26-4 
  Apr-23 I Kings 5-7 
  Apr-24 I Kings 8 
  Apr-25 I Kings 9-11 
  Apr-26 I Kings 12-13 
  Apr-27 I Kings 14-15 
  Apr-28 I Kings 16-18 
  Apr-29 I Kings 19-20 
  Apr-30 I Kings 21-22 

 

 

Great Tips for reading through the Bible: 

READ...the passage for the day, listening closely for what God is saying. 

EXPLORE...what the Bible has to say by asking questions. 

ACT...on the truth by finding one thing you can Do. 

PRAY...the verses you have just read back to God. 

JULY 25 - 28, 2016 

This is an Annual Conference 
held at Bonclarken Conference 
Center in Flat Rock, NC. Our 
goal is to make learning fun for 
family members of all ages and to 
encourage their spiritual growth. 

For more information please visit 

www.arpcem.org/fbc.html 

Bonclarken Music Conference  

July 10 - 15, 2016 

Theme: Enter His Sanctuary Singing! 

We will hold  an information meeting on April 10th immediately  
following the worship service for all who are interested in attending. 

Early registration is May 16th. All registrations will be facilitated 
through the church office. 

                                                              

 

 

Friday Evening, April 29, 2016                                                                    
First Presbyterian ARP Church 

1324 Marion Street 
Columbia, SC 29201                                                                                      

Reception begins at 6:30 p.m. Dinner begins at 7:15 p.m.                             

Rev. Rob Turner, missionary to Turkey, will be our featured speaker,  
sharing how God is growing His Church in Turkey. Mr. Alex Pettett, Executive 

Director of World Witness, will present an overview of the mission work,      
including an update on the refugee ministry. Dr. Heiko Burklin, World Witness 

Mission Developer, will speak about his new role in missionary care. Rev. 
Scott Andes, missionary to Ukraine, and Mr. Joshua Thomas, mission-

ary to Turkey, will give updates on their ministries.  

Please join us for what promises to be an exciting and  
encouraging evening as we fellowship together and hear  

the news of how the Lord is working in the lives 
of men and women throughout the world. 



 

 
 

CHILI COOK OFF 

 
              

                    Photos and story by Sarah Boyd 

 

On Saturday, March 19th Crowders Creek ARP enjoyed a 

Chili Cook Off Competition. We were entertained with 

the musical expertise of David and Melissa Jackson and 

Gene Jones.   

Rob Elliotte’s “Notcha Mamas” chili was the winning 

chili  and he was awarded with the hot pepper necklace! 

Congratulations, Rob! 
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Women’s Ministry Luncheon 

 

 

On Sunday, March 13th the Women’s Ministry at Crowders 

Creek provided a spaghetti and salad lunch followed by  

Dana Fowler’s testimony. All of the ladies of the church 

were invited. 

Photos and story by Sarah Boyd 



 
Sunday Morning Attendance 

 

 March  6      115       
 March 13  89     
 March 20  94    
 March 27      119   

 

2016 Budget Calls For: 

$204,142.00 
 

Need through Week 13 

$51,035.53 
Actual through Week 13 

$50,604.75 

Second Sunday of Easter—April 3 
Acts 5:27–32 

Psalm 118:14–29 or Psalm 150 
Revelation 1:4–8 
John 20:19–31 

 
Third Sunday of Easter—April 10 

Acts 9:1–6 [7–20] 
Psalm 30 

Revelation 5:11–14 
John 21:1–19 

 
Fourth Sunday of Easter—April 17 

Acts 9:36–43 
Psalm 23 

Revelation7:9–17 
John 10:22–30 

 
Fifth Sunday of Easter—April 24 

Acts 11:1–18 
Psalm 148 

Revelation 21:1–6 
John 13:31–35 

April 2016 Lectionary 
for Sundays and Festivals 

 

 

 

Cartoon courtesy of  CCARP member 

 

 

 

$802.00 Donated   

A special offering was taken in March  

for Camp Joy. This offering is taken in 

March in memory of Robin Oates 

whose Birthday was March 10th. 

Robin enjoyed going to Camp Joy 

every year. Robin was the daughter 

of Harold and Mildred Oates and  

sister to Ginny Styers. This offering 

helps the members of our Friendship 

Class attend Camp Joy and create 

memories just as Robin did. Thank 

you to all   contributed to this special 

offering! 



 

 

 

LADIES YOU ARE INVITED! 

WHEN: SUNDAY APRIL 10TH 

On Sunday, April 10th, all women in the church are invited for a great 

time of fellowship and encouragement immediately after the church 

service. A light lunch will be provided.  

Bess Burghen will be our special speaker and will be teaching from 

the book of James. 

 We look forward to seeing you there! 

Women’s Ministry  

Schedule 

2nd Sundays of the  
Month–Directly following church 
services. All are invited to attend. 
 
Thursday’s 6:45 p.m.– Women’s 
Bible Study at the home of Mari-
lyn Brooks. 
 

 

 

 

From The Cochran’s                                                                                 

(Missionaries to Spain that CCARP supports) 

 

 

Thank you for your support, your prayers, and your warm welcome. We 

enjoyed our time at Crowders Creek greatly. After our short-time in Spain 

recently we are encouraged and excited to return and it’s through your 

support and prayers that we will be able to do the Lord’s work there. Thank 

you again. Happy Easter, He is Risen!  

          Michael & Laura 

 

SATURDAY APRIL 9TH 10:00 A.M. 

RAIN DATE APRIL 16TH 

From Emily van Dalen in 

Lithuania 

Please be in prayer for Emily van  

Dalen’s Women’s Bible Study. In a 

recent prayer letter she said that the 

study is going well. She has a core 

group of five women with regular 

visits from new comers. Some of the 

new ones find the English difficult, 

some aren’t church goers etc. She 

has asked us to pray that the Lord 

would draw them back to the study 

so they can grow in understanding 

and come to faith in Christ. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet for             
                   prayer 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship          
                   Service 
12:00 p.m. Women Meet 
5:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 
6:00 p.m.  Hymn Sing 
6:15 p.m.   Classes  
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 

1 2 

3 

 

4 
5:30 a.m.  
Salvation Army 
Breakfast 
 
 

5 
11:15 a.m.     
Sunshine  
Sisters Meet 

6 
 
 
 

7 
6:45 p.m. 
Women’s Bible 
Study at the 
home of 
Marilyn Brooks 

8 9 
10:00 a.m. 
Church Wide 
Work Day 

10 
Women’s 
Ministry 
Meeting  
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

12 13 
7:00 p.m.  
Deacon’s 
Meeting 

14 
6:45 p.m. 
Women’s Bible 
Study at the 
home of  
Marilyn Brooks 
 
 

15 16 
RAIN DATE 
For Church 
Wide Work 

Day 

17 
 
 

18 19 20 
11:30 HARPS 
Covered dish 
lunch in the 
Fellowship Hall 

21 
6:45 p.m. 
Women’s Bible 
Study at the 
home of  
Marilyn Brooks 
7:00 p.m       
Session Meet-
ing 

22 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 
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