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Is church attendance really important and, if it is, why so?  I once heard of an ARP preacher who would show 
up on Sunday afternoon at the door of any church member who missed church that morning.  Although they 
may have increased their attendance for fear of him showing up at their doorstep, I wonder if the deeper rea-
sons in their hearts were addressed with regard to why they did not attend church. 
 
Some professing Christians don’t see any need to attend church and others, when they go, only go out of a 
sense of obligation or duty.  Others, however, attend because they WANT to be there.  Why should you 
WANT to attend church, whether it is Sunday morning/night or any other activity during the week? 
 
First, we need to understand that there is no such thing as “Lone Ranger” Christianity in the Bible.  The Bible 
always depicts believers in community.  If you profess Christ as your Lord and Savior, you are an individual 
member of the body of Christ – the Church (1 Cor. 12:27).  Jesus has no intentions whatsoever of Christians 
living out their faith in isolation.  Certainly there are times and situations that can prevent us from regular 
church involvement (illness, bad health, military deployment, work situations, etc.).  However, the Biblical 
norm is believers in community.  Acts 2:42 states that the early Christians “were continually devoting them-
selves to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayer.”  They “took their meals together 
with gladness…” (Acts 2:46).  They wanted to learn the Bible.  They wanted to worship.  They wanted to fel-
lowship with others in the church.  They “continually devoted” (Acts 2:42) themselves to the various aspects in 
the church with their fellow Christians because they simply wanted to!  How would you rate your level of 
“want to” in regard to church involvement?  If your “want to” level is low, why so?  These are questions we 
must ask ourselves and deeply ponder.  Why?  Because the health of our souls is at stake. 
 
Jesus, speaking of the period before He returns (which includes today), says that “…the love of many will 
grow cold.  But the one who endures to the end will be saved” (Matt. 24:12-13).  In other words, some profess-
ing Christians will lose their zeal to faithfully live out the Christian life.  This would include declining church 
attendance.  However, Jesus also says that those who endure as faithful Christians to the end of their lives will 
be the ones who are truly saved.  “By your perseverance you will win your souls” Jesus says in Luke 21:19. 
The true Christian stays faithful to Christ to the end of His life because they are already saved, not in order to 
be saved.  Bona fide Christians may have a time of losing their zeal and fall off in church involvement.  How-
ever, since they are truly saved, they will eventually return to faithful Christian living which includes zeal for 
Christ’s church. 
 
If you have lost your zeal or have little zeal for church involvement I would lovingly exhort you to ask your-
self “why?”  Pray about it.  Write down your reasons.  Call me and/or your shepherding elder so we can dis-
cuss and help you through those reasons.  Refuse to languish in isolation.  Realize that the health of your soul 
is vitally important and, by God’s design, improving soul health for the Christian occurs in regular fellowship 
with the church.  Pray for the Lord to renew your zeal for Him and His Church.  Your zeal will likely return 
only after you are again involved – don’t wait to “feel like it” first.  Feelings often follow action, not vice ver-
sa.  You are absolutely a vital member of the body of Christ (the Church) – there are no members who are not 
vital.  The church is missing out by your absence. 
 
If you have friends or family who have fallen out of church, lovingly encourage them to attend and/or work out 
any potential issues with the church leadership.  David was glad when he was reminded to attend church – “I 
was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lord” (Psalm 122:1).  Maybe they just need a 
loving reminder.  We Christians are to “consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not ne-
glecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near” (Heb. 10:24-25).  Also, persevere in prayer for the Lord to draw them back to church.  
Never give up on anyone.  Continue to be faithful yourself and set them an example.  Trust the Lord to draw 
them back in His time. 

 

I look forward with eager anticipation to being with you at church soon! 
 

Lovingly in Christ, 

Pastor Fowler 
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Gaston County teens Alex Matthew 
and David Styers could give the 
stock-picking pros a run for their 
money, turning $100,000 into 
$123,000 in a little less than three 
months, or 17 percentage points bet-
ter than the S&P 500 Index during 
the same period. OK, the money 
wasn’t theirs, nor was it even real. 
But the bragging rights are legit, as 
Alex, a senior from Cramerton, and 
David, a freshman from Gastonia, 
swept the fall stock-picking competi-
tion sponsored by the N.C. Council 
on Economic Education, a Raleigh-
based nonprofit.  
 
Out of 720 teams from across North 
Carolina, the duo from Highland 
School of Technology in Gastonia 
beat the No. 2 team, East Gaston 
High School, by 7 percentage points. 
Started during the days of paper, 
pencil and Scantron sheets, the com-
petition now tracks performance on 
a web-based platform that looks like 
a real brokerage account.  
 
Alex and other students started 
Highland’s investment club last year 
with the aid of teacher Dan Froelich.  
 
When David wanted to do more, 
Froelich teamed him with Alex for 
the  fall competition and dubbed 
them team D.S., after David’s ini-
tials. That name is quite tame com-
pared with other Top-10 rivals in-
cluding the Fire Breathing Rubber 
Duckies and Team Juicy.  
 
But David added verve, betting that 
an exchange-traded fund (ETF) that 
specialized in oil stocks would de-
cline in value. Well-timed, young 
man. Look for more gains ahead. 
“This is just a warmup,” Alex says. 
 
We asked Alex and David to pick 
their three favorite North Carolina 
stocks for 2016. Alex opted for fi-
nancial companies, banking on inter-
est-rate increases that could bolster 
margins. David added two  pharma-
ceutical companies with promising 
new drugs. 
 
 
 
 

Alex’s Picks: 
 
Bank of America Corp. (BAC) 
Lending Tree Inc. (TREE) 
Park Sterling Corp. (PSTB) 
 
 

David’s Picks 
 
Chimerix Inc. (CMRX) 
Cempra Inc. (CEMP) 
Park Sterling Corp. (PSTB) 
 

Watch out, Mr. Buffet  
As reported by Business North Carolina          http://www.businessnc.com 

Alex Matthew (left) and David Styers (right) 

Photo:  Business North Carolina 



Our church is hosting Living The 
Adventure:  Leadership Training 
here in the Fellowship Hall on Sat-
urday February 27, beginning at 
9:00 a.m. 
 

Rev. John Kimmons and Vice-
moderator of the ARP Synod, Steve 
Kern will lead our elders and dea-
cons through biblical and practical 
approaches to the calling, issues and 
actions that challenge them in their 
role as leaders in the local church.   
 

Judi Hodges, CEM Training Coordi-
nator will lead Christian education 
workshops on "Vision and planning 
in ministry" and "Child safety poli-
cies and procedures in the local 
church" at 10:30 and 1:15. 
 

A light lunch will be available for 
pre-registered attendees and we'll 
complete our workshops at 3:00 
p.m.. 
 

An informational brochure will be 
available from the church office 
soon.  In the meantime to learn more 
visit:  http://www.arpcem.org/
leadership-training.html 

Melissa Holbrooks, of Lake Wylie, 
South Carolina, has been selected by 
our search committee to serve as our 
church Secretary and will begin 
working February 2. 
 

Melissa is a native of Concord, 
North Carolina, and has lived all 
over the Carolinas, including both 
the mountains and coastal areas, but 
made the permanent move to Lake 
Wylie over eight years ago. 
 

Melissa and her husband Carl have 
three children, son Blake (14), 
daughter Mikayla (9), and son Chase 
(8).  
 

The Holbrooks love the outdoors 
and enjoy hiking, camping, and   
geocaching. 
 

The Holbrooks have called New 
River Community Church their 
home since coming to live at Lake 
Wylie.  Melissa, Carl and Blake 
have been serving in various areas 
over the past five or six years.  
Melissa mainly serves in the 
church’s River Kids area and in the 
Ladies Ministry.  The entire family 
enjoys serving their community as 
well as special foreign mission pro-
jects. 
 

Melissa is an organized business and 
retail manager, with in excess of 
twelve years experience in retail, 
business-to-business sales, travel 
and hospitality industries.  Her most 
recent work has been as an Execu-
tive Administrative Assistant /    
Customer Care Representative with 
a company that services non-profits, 
churches, and secular businesses.  
 
Melissa is very excited about the 
opportunity to serve two church  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melissa Holbrooks 

 
families, utilizing her love for people 
and desire for them to know Jesus 
the way she does.  As Melissa puts 
it, “I strive daily to see everyone the 
way Jesus does.”  
 

The Secretary position was vacated 
when Jessica Bolin’s husband, 
Drew, was called to a position as 
Children’s & Young Families Pastor 
at Tabernacle Baptist Church in   
Vidalia, Georgia. 
 

Al Roof has served as Interim Secre-
tary since November 11.  He will 
work with Melissa until February 
12, while searching for a similar  
position with a local business or  
organization. 
 

Church policy prevents a church 
member from serving in this position 
permanently.  
 

We hope you all will join us in    
extending a very warm welcome to 
Melissa as she joins the church staff, 
filling many diverse needs.  

Introducing Our New Secretary, 
Melissa Holbrooks 

February 3rd Bill Best 
February 3rd Lana Welborn 
February 6th Rhett Clarke 
February 6th Samuel Roach 
February 8th Chuck Ferguson 
February 11th Stephanie Roach 
February 13th Joshua Grigg 
February 13th Shannon Meja 
February 18th Cathy Best 
February 19th  Ricky Hogue 
February 20th Mary S. Jackson 
February 20th Megan Riley 
February 20th Lila White 
February 27 th Archie Oates 
February 28th Micki Crawford 

Can You Find Jesus? 

We all seek Jesus each and every day, in prayer, in the scripture, in 
the spoken word.  Now we present you with an exercise to keep 
your mind sharp and draw your attention to each and every article 
brought to you in this newsletter.  Find the hidden image of Jesus on 
these pages and let the church office know.  We will list those who 
have in our next issue. 
 
These folks found Jesus in the January issue of our newsletter:   
Gordon Bowden, Rhett Clarke, and Dianne Roof. 



 
RECENT 

MEMORIALS 
 

In memory of 
Gerald Brown 

to the 
Van Replacement 

Fund 
 

In memory of 
Catherine Whitesides 

to the 
General Fund 

 Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers & cards.  I really 

 enjoyed them. 
 

 Love,  

 Betty Cribb 

 

 I appreciated the prayers, visits, calls and cards that I received 

 during my recovery time from my fall on 1-4-16.  I was over

 whelmed with Crowders Creek love and kindness shown to me 

 during that time.  
 

 ~Bill Best 



On Tuesday January 5, six members 
of the Minnie Alexander Circle met 
at the home of Barbara Moses. 
 

Bess Burghen presented the lesson 
for James 2:14-26. Barbara Moses 

Minnie Alexander Circle Meeting 

shared a devotion for the new year, 
and Ethel Mauney read an article 
from the ARP Magazine. 
 

Refreshments followed. 
 

Photos and story by Sarah Boyd 

 
 
 

One Sunday afternoon, January 17, 
the Women of Crowders Creek ARP 
Church met in the Fellowship Hall 
for the 2016 Women’s Prayer Em-
phasis Program. 
 

2016 Women’s Prayer Emphasis 

Sarah Boyd shared the focus this 
year from Joshua 9:1, on courage 
from God. 
 

Ava Mauney presented scripture, 
and Karen Knight led us in hymn 

singing. 
 

Refreshments followed. 
 

Photos and story by Sarah Boyd 



2016 Budget Calls For: 

$204,142.00 
 

Need through Week 3 

$11,777.43 
Actual through Week 3 

$11,784.34 

Due to Winter Storm Jonas, we 
missed the observance of Sanctity 
of Human Life Sunday on January 
24.  The following was included in 
the bulletin for that day, along 
with an insert, which now may be 
found in our church’s vestibule.  
 

From the Crisis Pregnancy Center 
of Gaston County: 
 

Remembering January 22, 1973, 
forty-three years ago, the date of  the 
Roe v. Wade decision to approve 
abortion on demand.   
 

On January 16, 1984 President 
Ronald Reagan issued a presidential 
proclamation designating Sunday, 
January 22, 1984 as National Sancti-
ty of Human Life Day noting that it 
was the 11th anniversary of Roe v. 
Wade. 
 

Join with us as 30,000 of the en-
closed inserts have been distributed 
across Gaston County to remind our 
citizens of a positive alternative to 
abortion in Gaston County.  With 
five locations as listed on the insert, 
we are making a difference in this 
greater piedmont region for the 
cause of life, one life at a time. 
 

We see ourselves as an extension of 
your church, and the greater body of 
Christ.  Twenty-nine years of serv-
ing in this County means that we are 
serving your daughters and sons, 
your granddaughters and grandsons.  
In 2016 we will be serving in six 
different locations, annually serving 
over 3000+ clients one on one with 
measurable results.    Some former 
and present clients are sitting in 
churches this morning that have 
heard our message of abstinence, the 
good news of salvation, experienced 
healing from abortion and know that 

at difficult times in their lives we 
have been there for them. 
 

We have affected lives both “here 
and now” and eternally.  All of our 
services are free.  Our staff serves 
with a heart of ministry without ma-
nipulation.  Your giving by partner-
ing with us, supporting Baby Bot-
tles, the annual Banquet and Walk 
for Life, all with a budget of less 
than $400K speaks of a great God 
working daily miracles right in your 
own neighborhood.  Your giving 
allows us to go to the jails, the 
schools, the health dept., the abor-
tion clinics as well as one on one 
ministry to those in need. 

As the map of the Sanctity of Hu-
man Life Sunday insert shows, God 
has opened doors to serve the entire 
county and beyond, even to another 
continent.  We praise and give, seek-
ing the heart of God to end the holo-
caust of abortion.  Will you join us 
this year? 

February 2016 
Lectionary 
for Sundays 
and Festivals 

 

Transfiguration of the Lord   
                                         February 7 
Exodus 34:29–35 
Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2 
Luke 9:28–36 [37–43] 
 

Ash Wednesday             February 10 
Joel 2:1–2, 12–17 or Isaiah 58:1–12 
Psalm 51:1–17 
2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
 

First Sunday in Lent       February 14 
Deuteronomy 26:1–11 
Psalm 91:1–2, 9–16 
Romans 10:8b–13 
Luke 4:1–13 
 

Second Sunday in Lent  February 21 
Genesis 15:1–12, 17–18 
Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17—4:1 
Luke 13:31–35 or Luke 9:28–36 
 

Third Sunday in Lent     February 28 
Isaiah 55:1–9 
Psalm 63:1–8 
1 Corinthians 10:1–13 
Luke 13:1–9 





Crowders Creek 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 

207 Crowders Creek Church Road   •  Gastonia, North Carolina 28052 

Office:  704-864-0196                        Manse:  980-888-4529 
 

Church Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m.  -  4:00 p.m.  Wed. & Thurs    •    Friday 9:00 a.m.  -  3:00 p.m.   

 

www.crowderscreekarpchurch.org  •  e-mail: secretary@crowderscreekarpchurch.org 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

 
5:30 a.m. 
Salvation 
Army Breakfast 
 

 

7:00 p.m. Ruth 
Grier Circle 

2 

 
2:00 p.m.  
Minnie 
Alexander 
Circle at the 
home of 
Barbara Moses. 

3 4 

 
 
6:45 p.m. 
Women’s Bible 
Study at the 
home of 
Marilyn Brooks 

5 6 

7 
 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet for             
                   prayer 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship          
                   Service 
5:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 
6:00 p.m.  Hymn Sing 
6:15 p.m.   Classes  

8 9 10  
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Deacon’s 
Meeting 

11 
 
 
6:45 p.m. 
Women’s Bible 
Study at the 
home of 
Marilyn Brooks 

12 13 

14 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet for             
                   prayer 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship          
                   Service 
5:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 
6:00 p.m.  Hymn Sing 
6:15 p.m.   Classes  
 

Valentines Day 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
Washington’s 
Birthday 

16 17 

 

11:30 HARPS 
For those 50+ 
Covered dish 
lunch in the 
Fellowship Hall 

18 
6:45 p.m. 
Women’s Bible 
Study  
 
7:00 p.m. 
Session Meet-
ing 

19 20 

21 

 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet for             
                   prayer 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship          
                   Service 
12:00 p.m. Soup Lunch 
                    Fundraiser 
5:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 
6:00 p.m.  Hymn Sing 
6:15 p.m.   Classes  

22 23 24 25 
 
 
6:45 p.m. 
Women’s Bible 
Study at the 
home of 
Marilyn Brooks 

26 27 
 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Training 
Session for 
Deacons &  
Elders 

28 

 
9:30 a.m.  Elders meet for             
                   prayer 
9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship          
                   Service 
5:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 
6:00 p.m.  Hymn Sing 
6:15 p.m.   Classes  

29      
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