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What is your view of preaching?  In Christian circles there is much confusion and misunderstanding about what preach-
ing is and whether or not it is important.  Opinions of preaching vary from, “something I simply have to get through to 
get to lunch” – to -- “the most important part of the service” – to – “a waste of my time” – to – “nap time” – just to name 
a few. 
 
Our Westminster Shorter Catechism answer to question 89 states, “The Spirit of God makes the reading, but especially 
the preaching, of the Word, an effectual means of convincing and converting sinners, and of building them up in holiness 
and comfort, through faith, unto salvation.”  In other words, the Holy Spirit takes something as simple as preaching the 
Bible and uses that preaching as a primary tool to bring the lost person to saving faith in Christ AND to grow current 
Christians in their faith and walk with Jesus.   
 
The Bible says that, to the person who is not a Christian, preaching Christ is “foolishness” (1 Cor. 1:23).  However, the 
Bible also says that the Christian sees preaching Christ as “the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24), as a 
way God “strengthens” the Christian (Rom. 16:25) and grows him/her to be more like Christ (Col. 1:28; Rom. 8:29).  
For the Christian who understands God’s design for faithful preaching, it is a privilege to sit under the preached Word.  
They are like a hungry person approaching a Thanksgiving table, looking forward to being fed.  They realize that some-
thing extraordinary is taking place between God and them during that sermon even though they cannot fully explain it. 
 
Being completely honest with yourself, what is your view of preaching?  Based on what the Bible says, a person who 
sees it as “foolishness” is not a Christian.  I vividly remember having this opinion of preaching before I came to saving 
faith in Christ.  It is also possible that a professing Christian with a low view of preaching has simply never been taught 
the importance of preaching or has never experienced preaching that is faithful to the Bible.  Unfortunately, faithful 
preaching can be hard to find today. 
 
We as Christians must value faithful preaching simply because it is God’s primary appointed instrument to bring the lost 
to Christ and to grow us to be more like Him.  We should have this mindset whether we are hearing our favorite preacher 
or a young seminary student who is obviously just a beginner.   
 
With these things in mind allow me to make a few practical suggestions as your pastor: 
 
 1.   Realize how absolutely vital it is for your spiritual growth to sit under faithful preaching weekly. 
 2.   If you miss church, download the sermon and listen to it. 
 3. Download other faithful preachers’ sermons and listen to them during the week.  If you are unsure who is   
  “faithful” ask me or an elder to recommend some.  Listen to faithful preachers on the radio (FM 106.9 and 
  91.1).  This will help you grow faster in your Christian walk. 
 4. Require your kids to listen to the sermon – realizing that you are depriving them of vital soul nourishment by  
  doing otherwise.  Kids are far more capable of understanding at a young age than the modern parent realizes.   
  Set the expectations high.  Give them a pad with keywords for them to check off – it helps them pay 
  attention.  Discuss the sermon over lunch afterwards each Sunday. 
 5. Be vigilant to stay awake: take off your coat if you get warm, follow along in the pew Bible, take notes – 
  these are ways to engage yourself to help avoid drowsiness. 
 6. Know that I am praying for you every week for God to work mightily in your heart through the preached Word. 
 
It is my high privilege to preach God’s Word to you weekly.  Please pray for my preparations and for the Holy Spirit to 
work mightily to apply His Word in the church each week.   
 
          The Lord bless and keep you. 

          Stuart 
 
 



You love entertainment. On-demand 
streaming, live television, video-sharing 
websites, and social media are all at 
your fingertips. Your ability to access 
entertainment swiftly and effortlessly 
has encroached on every aspect of your 
life. Research recently revealed that 
you’re tempted to check Facebook every 
thirty-one seconds. 
 

Are your friends boring you with dull 
conversation? Grab your iPhone. Is your 
wife annoying you? Turn on your televi-
sion. Is your professor uninteresting? 
Sign into Facebook. Entertainment is 
your means of escape from the incon-
veniences of life into a comfortable 
world of fantasy. And your means of 
escape has made you a slave. 
 

Confessions of a Slave 

If I’m honest, I’ve had an unbridled love 
for frivolous entertainment — over the 
years I’ve used it primarily as a means 
of escape. Entertainment was used to 
distract me from the guilt of sin, friction 
in relationships, or anxiety about work. 
It became what daily prayer and Bible 
reading should have been — a safe ha-
ven to retreat for rest and comfort. 
 

I failed to recognize that my never-
ending pursuit to be entertained had 
turned me into a slave. My love for my 
new master was subtly causing contempt 
towards God and reticence in my duty to 
delight in him. 
 

A Tale of Two Masters 

In Matthew 6:24, Jesus reveals that 
when we gravitate towards entertain-
ment as a means of comfort, we’re mov-
ing further and further away from our 
Creator. The notion of two masters is, in 
fact, a fictitious tale. It’s impossible to 
have more than one. Jesus exposes an 
insightful reality: Love for one will 
cause hatred toward the other. 
 

If we devote inordinate amounts of time, 
money, and affection to anything, in-
cluding entertainment, we will despise 
whatever draws us away. We’ve all been 
faced with the choice between spending 
time in prayer and God’s word or spend-
ing time with entertainment. At the crux 
of these crossroads, the all-satisfying 
gift of Jesus is pit against the temporal 
promises of entertainment. Whichever 
road is chosen increases hatred for the 
path denied. 
 

When we choose the broad path to care-
less entertainment, seeds of contempt 
are planted for Christ. Likewise, when 
we choose the narrow road to Jesus, 
seeds of hatred are planted, not only for 
mindless entertainment, but all of our  

indwelling sin. This path reveals that 
endless entertainment is a cruel master 
that seeks to devour our true joy and 
lead us away from Christ, our source. 
 

The Cruel Master 
Entertainment over-promises but under-
delivers. It is unable to satisfy what our 
hearts truly long for. We want rest. We 
want comfort. But entertainment can 
only offer a temporary fix. As soon as 
we wake up from hours of binging on 
Netflix or scrolling through social me-
dia, our problems remain, still waiting to 
be confronted. And we’re faced with the 
truth that all we’ve done is put off the 
inevitable. 
 

Endless entertainment is a cruel master 
that seeks to devour our true joy and 
lead us away from Christ.  
 

 Chasing joy in entertainment is like 
“chasing the dragon.” The term is a 
slang phrase, which refers to the contin-
uous pursuit of an ultimate high previ-
ously obtained at the initial use of drugs. 
 

For example, a drug user tries heroin for 
the first time and has an amazing experi-
ence. But when he returns to the drug, 
he can’t get that same experience.     
Instead, the experience gets weaker, so 
the user takes more and stronger heroin 
to reach that same feeling. As he 
“chases the dragon” the user’s body 
decays inside and out. This decay usual-
ly manifests itself in extreme itching, 
unwanted weight loss, slurred speech, 
kidney or liver disease, and more. 
 

Addiction to entertainment is similar. 
The physical and health effects may not 
be as striking as heroin, but the spiritual 
effects are costly. We chase mindless 
entertainment hoping for relief for our 
souls, but instead all it really can prom-
ise is death. It distracts us from the high-
est and ultimate good with a mirage of 
happiness and comfort. 
 

Jesus Is the Good Master 
In Matthew 11:28–30, Jesus invites all 
who labor and are burdened to come to 
him, promising to provide rest for our 
weary souls. This promise is not empty. 
In the gospel, he fulfills his promise by 
taking up our burden on the cross for 
our rest and joy in him. 
 

I have never walked away disappointed 
when I’ve pursued my joy in God 
through prayer and Bible reading, re-
minded myself of his promises in the 
gospel, repented of my sin, and cried out 
to God for comfort. Were all of my 
problems solved? No. But my joy was 
restored, and my soul had feasted on his 
promises. Likewise, every time I’ve 
used entertainment as a means of relief 
for my soul, I was left wanting and un-
satisfied. 
 

Even still, when I find myself at that 
proverbial crossroad between commun-
ion with Christ and frivolous entertain-
ment, I’m tempted to say yes to enter-
tainment and no to God. 
 

As we walk through life, we will be 
tempted to continue to engage entertain-
ment carelessly and ignore our bondage. 
Some will continue to live like slaves, 
binging on entertainment and neglecting 
spiritual nourishment. But you don’t 
have to live in bondage. 
 

The gospel supplies the power to say yes 
to God and no to endless entertainment. 
Here we uncover the beauty of our won-
derful master and realize that Jesus is 
better. In communion with him, we ex-
perience lasting joy that entertainment 
can only promise but never provide. 
 

The next time you find yourself at this 
familiar crossroad, cling to Jesus. Re-
member that he alone is your highest 
good. He died and rose so that we can 
experience communion with him, which 
provides the supreme joy that an escape 
to entertainment simply cannot compete 
with. 

You Can’t Serve God and Entertainment 
          Article by Phillip Holmes                                                                                                 www.desiringgod.org 



In prayerful preparation for The Sacra-
ment of The Lord’s Supper during our 
Sunday morning worship service on 
January 17, we ask you to study West-
minster Larger Catechism Question # 
171 - How are they that receive the sac-
rament of the Lord's supper to prepare 
themselves before they come unto it? 

Answer --> They that receive the sacra-
ment of the Lord's supper are, before 
they come, to prepare themselves there-
unto, by examining themselves of their 
being in Christ, of their sins and wants; 
of the truth and measure of their 
knowledge, faith, repentance; love to 
God and the brethren, charity to all men, 

forgiving those that have done them 
wrong; of their desires after Christ, and 
of their new obedience; and by renew-
ing the exercise of these graces, by seri-
ous meditation, and fervent prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Former World Witness Executive Direc-
tor and missionary to Lithuania, the 
Rev. Dr. Frank van Dalen, and wife 
Emily, will be our special guest speakers 
during the Sunday evening services on 
January 17. 
 

Frank van Dalen was born of Dutch 
immigrant parents in New Zealand. He 
grew up in New Zealand and obtained a 
law degree there before coming to the 

U.S. to study for the gospel ministry at 
Westminster Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia. There he met Emily Wil-
der whom he married in 1983. The van-
Dalens have three children (Christopher, 
Andrew and Laura).  
Frank and Emily van Dalen joined the 
ARP Church in 1985 as missionary can-
didates for Pakistan. 
 

Frank was involved in theological train-
ing and church planting in the city of 
Karachi - a city of over 12 million peo-
ple and 26 ARP churches.  
Frank van Dalen began his appointment 
as Executive Director of World Witness 
on June 1, 2005, then returned to the 
field  as pastor/counselor with the Evan-
gelical Reformed Synod of Lithuania in 
2015. 
 

The van Dalens will be showing a Pow-
erPoint presentation about their work 
ministering to the Evangelical Reformed 
Synod of Lithuania. 
 

Our Sunday evening services begin at 
6:00 p.m.. 

Special Sunday Evening Program  
Meet The van Dalens January 17th 

January 1st  Ann Ferguson 

January 3rd  Julie Millar 

January 8th  Scott Champion 

January 10th Cavan Hoose, Jr. 

January 12th Ashley Stowe 

January 19th Heather Owenby 

January 22nd Mary D Jackson 

January 26th Betty Cribb 

January 26th Jett Norris 

January 26th David R. Styers 

January 26th Maegan Ferguson 

January 28th Eddie Petty 

January 30th Jason Hoose 

February 3rd Bill Best 

February 3rd Lana Welborn 

February 6th Rhett Clarke 

February 6th Samuel Roach 

February 8th Chuck Ferguson 

February 11th Stephanie Roach 

February 13th Joshua Grigg 

February 13th Shannon Meja 

February 18th Cathy Best 

Can You Find Jesus? 
We all seek Jesus each and every day, in prayer, in the scripture, in the 
spoken word.  Now we present you with an exercise to keep your mind 
sharp and draw your attention to each and every article brought to you in 
this newsletter.  Find the hidden image of Jesus on these pages and let 
the church office know.  We will list those who have in our next issue. 



Minnie Alexander Circle Christmas Lunch 

Christmas and details the legendary 
symbolism surrounding one of Ameri-
ca's most favorite holiday treats, the 
candy cane.   
 

Following the play, our talented Chil-
dren’s Choir treated us to wonderful 

Christmas songs.   
 

Afterwards all were treated to home-
made cookies and punch in the Fellow-
ship Hall 
 

Photos and story by Sarah Boyd 

On Sunday evening, December 13, our 
children, under the direction of Chris 
Oates and Dana Fowler, presented “The 
Sweetness of  Christmas”.   
 

This heartwarming Christian Play by 
Tiffany Pettus tells the story of the first 

Children’s Christmas Program 

Afterwards dessert was enjoyed at the 
home of Barbara Moses. 
 

 

On Tuesday, December 1, the Minnie 
Alexander Circle enjoyed a Christmas 
lunch at The Feed Room at McGill’s 
Store in Clover, SC. 

The meal was followed by musical en-
tertainment from our church members. 
 

Photos and story by Sarah Boyd 
 
 

On Saturday evening, December 5, our 
Adult Christmas Party was held in the 
Fellowship Hall.   

Adult Christmas Party 

Photos and story by Sarah Boyd 
 
 



2015 Budget Called For: 

$171,678.00 
 

Actual 2015 Tithes & Offerings 

$201,260.27 
 

2016 Budget Calls For: 

$204,142.00 

We encourage you to submit news to be 
considered for inclusion in the Sunday 
bulletin or monthly newsletter, and pho-
tographs for the newsletter, website and 
Facebook page. 
 

Have you attended a meeting, class or 
event and learned something you want 
to share with the rest of the congrega-
tion?  
 

Has there been a newsworthy event 
within your family.  A birth? A wed-
ding? A great accomplishment? 
 

Are you working on any interesting spe-
cial projects?  
 

If you answered "yes" to any of these 

questions, please send your thoughts. 
Any format, printed, faxed, or e-mailed 
will do, but it would be easiest for 
Newsletter production if the article is 
sent either as an attached text or word 
processing file or as the body of an e-
mail.  
 

Submissions for the Sunday bulletin 
must be received by Wednesday of the 
week of inclusion. 
 

Submissions for the newsletter should 
be made by the twenty-fifth of the 
month preceding the upcoming issue. 
 

Submissions may be made via e-mail to: 
secretary@crowderscreekarpchurch.org  
in writing to the church office, or by fax  

Remember . . . . . . .It's Your Newsletter and Bulletin 
. . . . . . .Without Member Contributions, 
They Are Not Nearly as Interesting

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to (704) 864-4815. 
 

Please contact Al Roof, Interim Secre-
tary, with any questions or concerns. 
 

Thank you for your contributions and 
for your consideration. 

 

 

Request for 
Directory 
Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are currently compiling updated 
information for the publication of the 
2016 Membership Directory, Calendar, 
and Birthday List for the vestibule.   
 

Please review your listing in the 2015 
Membership Directory as soon as possi-
ble and use the enclosed Purple Individ-
ual Request for Information form to 
notify the church office of any changes 
needed.   
 

These forms may be placed in: the 
Church Office mail box; the wooden 
Church Office box located in the vesti-
bule; the offering plate; or they may be 
mailed or faxed to the church. 

January 2016 
Lectionary 
for Sundays 
and Festivals 
 

Baptism of the Lord 
January 10 
Isaiah 43:1–7 
Psalm 29 
Acts 8:14–17 
Luke 3:15–17, 21–22 
 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 17 
Isaiah 62:1–5 
Psalm 36:5–10 
1 Corinthians 12:1–11 
John 2:1–11 
 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 24 
Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 12:12–31a 
Luke 4:14–21 
 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 31 
Jeremiah 1:4–10 
Psalm 71:1–6 
1 Corinthians 13:1–13 
Luke 4:21–30 

Crowders Creek 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 

207 Crowders Creek Church Rd. 
Gastonia, NC  28052  

 

  www.crowderscreekarpchurch.org 
 

secretary@crowderscreekarpchurch.org 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 
 
 
11:00 a.m. 
Installation of 
Officers 

11 12 13 
 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Deacon’s 
Meeting 

14 15 16 

17 
 
11:00 a.m. 
Communion 
 

6:00 p.m. Meet 
the van Dalens 

18 19 20 
 
11:30 HARPS 
meet for lunch 
in the  
Fellowship Hall  

21 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Session 
Meeting 

22 23 

24 25 26 
 
 
 
Presbytery 
Meeting 

27 28 29 30 

31 
 
 
12:00 Noon 
Fifth Sunday 
Lunch  
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